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OIS Mission, Vision, Core Values, and Core Learner Outcomes 

Mission: 

The Oslo International School offers a challenging international education, in English, 

to children of all nationalities who are in the Oslo area for a specific period, or who 

are interested in an international education. 

 

Vision: 

To develop the unique potential of every student 

 

Core Values:  

 

Respect; Cooperation; Caring; Challenge 

 

Core Learner Outcomes: 

 

OIS students will: 

 

1. Attain, to the best of each individual's ability, high levels of understanding and     

competencies across a broad range of subjects  

2. Attain the essential knowledge, skills and attitudes to be life-long learners  

3. Be independent learners, active in their approach to their own learning  

4. Be ethical international citizens of a changing and challenging world  

 

 

 

 

The OIS Advantage: 

 

At OIS we demand the highest standards from all our constituents. 

 

Our students will be: 

• included in a stimulating and caring learning environment  

• respected for the diverse cultures they represent 

• stimulated by a quality education and rigorous assessment 

• nurtured by caring, qualified teachers  

 

Our teaching and support staff will: 

• Promote and support intellectual growth and excellence in all aspects of 

learning 

• Foster a passion for learning 

• Make learning relevant, rigorous and real 

• Utilise the most appropriate technology and resources available 

• Be actively involved in professional development 

• Provide a learning environment which enhances learning potential and 

encourages students to take responsibility for their own learning 

• Foster respect and promote awareness and acceptance of personal and 

cultural diversity 
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1. General Information about the Pre-IB Programme  
 

The Pre-IB Programme is a demanding course of study that leads to entrance into an examination 
course. It is designed for highly motivated secondary school students aged 15 to 17. 
  
The Pre-IB Programme’s grading system is criterion referenced: each student’s performance is 
measured against well defined levels of achievement. Grades reflect attainment of knowledge and 
skills relative to set standards that are applied consistently. The Programme is a comprehensive one-
year international curriculum, taught in English, (except for modern languages). The Programme 
intends to equip students with the skills necessary for successful study of the IB Diploma Programme 
or other similar qualifications. 
 

 
 

The IB Learner Profile 
 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful 
world. 
 
As IB learners we strive to be: 
 
Inquirers  We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to learn 
independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout 
life. 
 
Knowledgeable  We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a 
range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance. 
 
Thinkers  We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible action on 
complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators  We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language and in 
many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives of other individuals and 
groups. 
 
Principled  We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and with 
respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our actions and 
their consequences. 
 
Open-minded  We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the values 
and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we are willing to grow 
from the experience. 
 
Caring  We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and we act 
to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us. 
 
Risk-takers  We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work independently 
and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in 
the face of challenges and change. 
 
Balanced  We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives - intellectual, 
physical and emotional - to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We recognize our 
interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live. 
 
Reflective  We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to 
understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal 
development. 
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2. Pre-IB Subjects at OIS  
 

Students study 6/7 academic subjects concurrently; students are required to study English, 
Mathematics, a Humanities subject, a Science and a Second Language. Hence, the science-oriented 
student is challenged to learn a foreign language and the natural linguist becomes familiar with 
laboratory procedures. The subjects are continually reviewed and revised to meet contemporary 
needs. The list that follows serves as a current guide only. 
 
In addition students will study Physical Education as well as 3 courses intended to further prepare 
them for IB (future study), namely IB Prep, Introduction to Economics and C(A)S. IB Prep is a course 
in critical thinking as well as study, ICT and research skills. Introduction to Economics is a short 
course designed to give students an insight into the nature of a subject not previously studied. C(A)S 
is a project centred course to prepare students for the CAS component of the IB Diploma Programme. 
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i)    Pre-IB Mathematics 

 
Course Description 
The Pre-IB Mathematics can lead through to any of the three Mathematics Levels offered in the IB 
programme at OIS, and is taught during 5 lessons weekly.   

 
Syllabus Outline 
 
Topic       Unit 
 

▪ Number Sets and Set Theory Number 
▪ Algebra Algebra 
▪ Radicals, Surds and Exponents Algebra 
▪ Trigonometry 
▪ Vectors 

Trigonometry 
Vectors 

▪ Coordinate Geometry Geometry 
▪ Statistics Statistics 
▪ Relations, Functions and Sequences 
▪ Quadratic Equations and Functions 

Algebra 
Algebra 

▪ Advanced Trigonometry Trigonometry 
▪ Exponential Functions, Logarithms, Logarithmic 

Functions 
Algebra 

▪ Extension Topics (as time allows): Probability, Sequences and Series, Families of 
Functions and Transformations 

Exploration 

In addition to the topics listed above, students will complete one or more written projects. The project 
is a mathematical exploration in the style of the IB Internal Assessment. 

 
Use of Calculators 
A Texas Instruments graphic display calculator (GDC) model TI84 / TI84+ is required for this course 
and for all subsequent IB Mathematics courses. 

 
Content Presentation 
During the study of each topic, a variety of teaching and learning methods are used, including the use 
of the GDC and other technologies. The teacher generally introduces and presents the topics, 
applying those using examples. Lessons that use an enquiry approach may start with a practical 
investigation, followed by an analysis of results leading to an understanding of a mathematical 
principle and its formulation into mathematical language. Explorations are introduced practically whilst 
students complete the projects independently. The use of graphic display calculators is demonstrated 

by the teacher.  A variety of multimedia resources may be used in instruction. 
 
Assessment 
Student learning is continually assessed in the forms of topic tests, short-response and extended-
response questions, exploration projects and bi-annual examinations.  Tests and examinations are 
marked using marking schemes which take into account method, accuracy, answers and reasoning. 
Explorations are marked using established criteria based on IB practice.  

 
Results from the final examination in June will be the main factor in confirming a student’s suitability 
for studying at their chosen level of mathematics course in the IB program at OIS.  
For entry into the Higher Level Mathematics course, teacher recommendation and a minimum of 
grade 6 is required, but a 7 is strongly recommended.  For the Standard Level course a minimum of 
grade 5 is required. 

 
 
 

 



 

6 

 

ii) English   
 
Course Description: 
The Pre- IB English A course consists of the study of literary and non-literary texts as well as work 
with language skills. The language section is designed to enable students to express themselves 
clearly in a variety of contexts and purposes and also to varying audiences. The study of non-literary 
texts is to enable student to understand texts in terms of their purpose, audience and medium within a 
cultural context. The literature section focuses on encouraging the enjoyment and understanding of 
literary works. Students learn to analyse literature and recognise literature as works of art through 
employing literary techniques. They learn to develop and reflect on their own personal response to 
works of literature 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
The teaching of grammar, vocabulary and textual analysis is integrated throughout the course. The 
course is allotted five hours a week 
 

1. Introduction to 
literary analysis 

• Selected short 
stories 

• Selection of poetry 
• Literary terms 
• Plot structure 
• Narrative 

techniques 
• Setting  
• Analysis strategies 
• Poetic forms 

• Textual analysis 

2. The novel • The Great 
Gatsby/Brave New 
World 

• Narrative 
techniques 

• Character analysis 
• Historical context 
• Themes  

Textual analysis 

3. Drama 
 

• Macbeth  
• Dramatic 

terminology 
• Shakespearian 

language 
• Reading vs 

performance 
• Themes 

• Textual analysis 

4. Meaning in 
literature 

• Life of Pi 
• Themes 
• Setting 
• Multiple narrative 

voices 
• Importance of 

storytelling 
• Language and style 

• Textual analysis 
 
Course Presentation: 
The teaching incorporates a variety of teaching and learning methods, as well as the recognition of 
writing as a process including the elements of pre-writing, writing and re-writing. Students are also 
encouraged to participate actively in lessons, both in small and large groups and to express 
themselves in formal, informal and creative contexts. A clear attempt is made to address different 
types of learning styles. 
 
Assessment: 
Students are assessed on written analyses of poetry, literature and non-literary texts. In addition, 
students are also assessed on their ability to write in a variety of forms including formal written 
essays, creative writing, as well as oral presentations throughout the year. Relevant grade descriptors 
are used in marking. Summatively, students are given a term grade as well as an exam grade. 

 
Prerequisites: 
Students should have reached a level of English which enables them to read works of literature 
relatively easily and to cope with the demands of English as a first rather than a second or foreign 
language.  
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iii) History 
 
Course Description 
The study of History at the Pre-IB level concerns itself with individuals and societies in the wider 
context: political, social, economic, religious, technological, and cultural.   Pre-IB History will focus on 
regional histories, with the aim to promote international awareness.  This course is concerned with 
trends and developments, with continuity and change through time, and with specific happenings.  
Focus is on the process of historical enquiry, explanation and interpretation, as well as on the 
acquisition of historical knowledge, so that students develop both and understanding of different 
accounts of the past and an ability to develop independent judgments. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 

 
Regional Studies of the 20th Century 

 
1. The USA 1917-1941 

2. The USSR and Eastern Europe 1945-1991 
3. The Cold War: Korea, Cuba and Vietnam 

4. The Far East with a focus on China 

5. The Middle East: The Arab- Israeli Conflict 1945-c.2000 
6. The UN and the EU 

 

 
Content Presentation 
During the study of each of the syllabus units, a variety of teaching and learning methods are used.  
The introduction, survey of events, and impact of events is generally presented by the teacher in 
lecture form, while the interpretation of those events forms the basis for whole-class seminars.  In 
addition, workshops on historical investigations, essay-writing and document-analysis skills are 
integral parts of some topics.  Whenever possible, film material is used to reinforce ideas, while 
student research and presentations, along with organized debates round out the remainder of 
classroom activities. 

 
Assessment 
Student learning is continuously assessed in the form of debates, essays, class discussions, 
homework, project work, oral presentations, and bi-yearly examinations. 
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iv) Geography 
 

Course Description: 
Geography is the study of people and places. It is broken down into three sections: Population and 
Settlement, Natural Environment, and Economic Development and the Use of Resources. For each 
section, in addition to learning theory and case studies of each topic, the students are expected to 
take part in a fieldwork exercise, and apply what they have learnt to the study of maps. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
 
Employment Structures 
Farming 
Resources (energy) 
Industry 
Tourism 
World development and interdependence 
Weather and climate 
World climate 
Geographical skills 
Map work 
Fieldwork (Questionnaire) 
 
Content Presentation: 
During the study of each of the syllabus units, a variety of teaching and learning methods will be used 
like lecturing, discussions, group work, textbook and computer/Internet exercises, using visual aids 
such as dvds, powerpoint presentations, and fieldwork. The teacher generally introduces, presents 
and analyses the topics while interpretation forms the basis for class discussions and student 
assignments.  
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continuously assessed in the form of oral participation in class discussions, 
homework, project work and oral presentations. Summative assessment will be in the form of end of 
topic tests and bi-yearly exams. 
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v)   Pre IB Physical Education 
 

 

Course description 
The emphasis for the Physical Education programme for pre IB PE in certain activities is for each 
student to develop the ability to officiate, organise and motivate themselves and others, in activities. In 
other activities the emphasis is on the social aspect of PE and its value in a healthy lifestyle and as a 
tool for developing personal social skills. 
This draws together the elements we have developed in PE over the 4 previous years - 
the ability to observe and evaluate practical skills within an applied situation, and on the basis of what 
is seen, draw on a bank of knowledge regarding rules of play, codes of conduct related to that activity, 
and thereby make informed decisions. 

 
Syllabus Outline 
The following activities are offered in 6 weeks units. 
Fitness, Football, Frisbee, Volleyball, Handball, Basketball, Badminton, Aesthetic unit, 
Floorball, Smolball, Athletics/Deadball or orienteering (if timetabling permits). 

 
Course Presentation 
A variety of teaching and learning methods are used. The teacher will generally guide individuals 
directly or through other students. The setting up of activities, active and non-active participation in 
(officiating), and organisation of activities forms the basis for students’ personal and social 
development and tests. 

  
Assessment 
Students are continually assessed on work ethic. In addition each student is assessed at the end of 
each unit of work. This assessment is in the form of a written assignment, or a practical assignment 
and based either on: 
 
The ability to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a given activity  
or 
Affective development. (Shows sports intelligence. Students are able to use previous knowledge and 
acquired skills to lead, organise and develop activities; students actively motivate and encourage 
others.) 

 
 
Prerequisites 
Physical Education is a compulsory subject for all students in Pre IB. 
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vi) Languages B (French, Norwegian and Spanish) 
 

Course Description: 
Language B course is intended for students with limited to up to five years learning the target 
language (Level A2 on Common European Framework Scale. See appendix). The main focus of the 
course is on language acquisition (vocabulary), organisation of ideas, message, the development of 
language skills and style. The Language B course gives students the opportunity to reach an 
appropriate level of competence in a foreign language (Level B on the CEF) to allow them to perform 
at an academic level in order to follow the IB Diploma Programme. 
The range of purposes and situations for which and in which the language is used extend well beyond 
a basic course in the language, from work, education and social relationships to exploring cultures 
where the target language is the dominant language. 
 
Syllabus Outline:  
The presentation, explanation and review of grammatical structures and vocabulary are integrated 
throughout the course, as well as being treated, where necessary, in discrete situations. 
 
The four primary language skills to be developed in this way are: 
 

• Listening • Speaking • Reading • Writing 
 
The balance between these four language skills is appropriate to the needs of each individual student. 
Competence in each of the primary language skills will involve an understanding of interrelated areas 
at both standard and advanced level. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Message and Interaction 
-  the extent to which the student shows the ability to communicate ideas, interact and maintain the  
   flow of conversation. 
Language 
- the extent to which the student shows the ability to use the language effectively and accurately 
Writing 
Message and Organisation 
- the extent to which the student shows the ability to communicate, organize and support relevant 
ideas 
Language  
- the extent to which the student shows the ability to use language effectively and accurately 
Reading comprehension  
- the extent to which the student shows the ability to comprehend a piece of writing in the target 
language 
 

 
Texts 
Language skills are developed through the use of a wide range of texts or material, which are 
selected in view of their communicative purposes. 
 
Listening:  Listening tasks may include listening to radio reports, speeches, short stories or other    
                          recorded information which requires responding in a variety of ways. Viewing is also 
                          included whereby students are able to watch and respond in the target language. 
Speaking:          Formative and summative speaking tasks include a range of interactive situations 

such as role plays, discussions, debates, pair work, interviews and presentations that 
enable the use of the spoken language for a variety of communicative purposes 

Reading:  Formative and summative tasks for reading include a variety of texts chosen for their 
communicative purposes and include textbook passages, newspaper articles, short 
stories and novels.  

Writing               Formative and summative tasks for writing includes formal and informal letter writing,  
                          opinion essays, brochure writing and creative writing. 
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Course Presentation: 
The main focus of the course is on language acquisition and development in the four primary 
language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. These language skills are developed through 
the study and use of a range of written and spoken material. A range of teaching methodologies is 
employed in the teaching of modern languages, including ‘chalk and talk’, role-plays, information gap 
activities, use of authentic texts, cooperative learning situations, use of audio and visual aids, ICT and 
e-learning activities, ItsLearning. 
 
 
Assessment: 
In the context of Language B at Pre I.B. level, the successful use of the target language consists of 
demonstrating a level B of competence in the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing. These four areas form the basis of the assessment criteria which is used in this course. 
Assessment Criteria used is as for the CEF (CEF Scales in annex). 
 
 
Prerequisites: 
The target language proficiency must be a level A2 on the global scale in the appendix. 
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vii) Norwegian A 
 
Norwegian A 
 
Course Description: 
The Pre- IB Norwegian A course consists of the study of literary and non-literary text as well as work 
with language skills. The language section is designed to enable students to express themselves 
clearly in a variety of contexts and purposes and also to varying audiences. The study of non-literary 
texts is to enable student to understand texts in terms of their purpose, audience and medium within a 
cultural context. The literature section focuses on encouraging the enjoyment and understanding of 
literary works. Students learn to analyse literature and recognise literature as works of art through 
employing literary techniques. They learn to develop and reflect on their own personal response to 
works of literature 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
The teaching of grammar, vocabulary and textual analysis is integrated throughout the course. The 
course is allotted four hours a week 
 
The texts are: 

Works Studied 
 

• Selection of short stories - Contemporary Stories  

• Selection of poetry  

• Kong Oidipus by Sofokles 

• Soga om Gunnlaug Ormstunge 

 
Course Presentation: 
The teaching incorporates a variety of teaching and learning methods, as well as the recognition of 
writing as a process. Students are also encouraged to participate actively in lessons, both in small 
and large groups and to express themselves in formal, informal and creative contexts. A clear attempt 
is made to address different types of learning styles. 
 
Assessment: 
Students are assessed on written analyses of poetry, literature and non-literary texts. In addition, 
students are also assessed on their formal written essays, creative writing, as well as oral 
presentations throughout the year. Relevant grade descriptors are used in marking. Summatively, 
students are given a term grade as well as an exam grade. 

 
Prerequisites: 
Students should have reached a level of Norwegian which enables them to read works of literature 
relatively easily and to cope with the demands of Norwegian as a first language.  
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Biology, Chemistry, Physics - General 
 
Aims:  
Through studying any of the experimental sciences, students should become aware of how scientists 
work and communicate with each other. While the “scientific method” may take on a wide variety of 
forms, it will generally involve the formation, testing and modification of hypotheses through 
observation and measurement, under the controlled conditions of an experiment. It is this approach, 
along with the falsifiability of scientific hypotheses, that distinguishes the experimental sciences from 
other disciplines and characterises each of the subjects. 
 
It is in this context that all the experimental science courses should aim to: 
 
1.  Provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context which will  

stimulate and challenge students.  
 
2.  Provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques which characterises science and 

technology.  
 
3.  Enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques which 

characterise science and technology.  
 
4.  Develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesise scientific information.  
 
5.  Engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and 

communication during scientific activities.  
 
6.  Develop experimental and investigative scientific skills.  
 
7.  Develop and apply the students’ information technology skills in the study of science.  
 
8.  Raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental implications of 

using science and technology.  
 
9.  Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science and 

scientists.  
 
10.  Encourage an understanding of the relationship between scientific disciplines and the 

overarching nature of the scientific method. 

 
 

 
 
All pre-IB students undertake a mini Group 4 Project as a rehearsal for an element of the IB Group 4 
science activity which forms a part of their final grade.  
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viii) Biology 
 

 
 

Course Description:  
Biology is an experimental science that combines academic study with the developments of practical 
and investigatory skills. The syllabus is designed to develop a broad, general understanding of the 
principles of Biology and there are four basic concepts underlying the whole programme. These are: 
Structure and Function; Universality versus Diversity: Equilibrium within Systems and Evolution. The 
syllabus also stresses the need to consider the ethical aspects of many of the recent developments in 
Biology.  
 
The course aims to equip the students with the skills required to achieve in IB Group 4 sciences and 
other such experimental science courses 
 
Practical/investigative work is an important component of the course. As part of the practical 
programme, a number of hours are spent on a joint biology-chemistry-physics project (the mini Group 
IV Project) which prepares the students for a more in-depth project in IB. 
 
Syllabus Outline:  
 

• Characteristics and classification of living organisms 
• Organisation and maintenance of an organism  
• Movement in and out of cells 
• Biological molecules 
• Enzymes 
• Respiration 
• Plant nutrition and transport 
• Inheritance 
• Variation and selection 
• Biotechnology and genetic engineering 

 
 
Assessment:  
Student progress is continuously assessed through regular assignments and bi-yearly examinations. 
All these are marked according to criteria based on the IB and reported to students and 
parents/guardians.  
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ix) Physics 
 

Course Description:  
Physics is an experimental science that combines academic study with the developments of practical 
and investigatory skills. It is the one science that demands the most mathematics.  
 
Apart from being a subject for study in its own right, Physics is a requirement for many other courses 
in higher education, such as engineering, medicine and space science.  
 
Practical/investigative work is an important component of the course. As part of the practical 
programme, a number of hours are spent on a joint biology-chemistry-physics project (the mini Group 
IV Project) which prepares the students for a more in-depth project in IB. 
 
 
Syllabus Outline:  
Topic 1: Measurement 
Topic 2: Mechanics 
Topic 3: Thermal Physics 
Topic 4: Waves 
Topic 5: Electricity and magnetism 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Assessment:  
Student progress is continuously assessed through regular assignments, tests and bi-yearly 
examinations. All these are marked according to IB criteria using the 7 point scale and reported to 
students and parents/guardians.  

 
 
  



 

16 

 

x) Chemistry 
 

Course Description:  
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the developments of 
practical and investigatory skills. Chemical principles relate both to physics and biology and so 
chemistry has therefore sometimes been called the central science. Apart from being a subject for 
study in its own right, chemistry is a requirement for many other courses in higher education, such as 
medicine, biological and environmental sciences and many branches of engineering. 
 
The course builds on students’ previous study of the nature of matter and how matter as represented 
by the different types of atoms are related to each other and interact with each other in mixtures and 
compounds. The focus in the Pre-IB year is the behaviour and significance in the wider world of some 
important groups of compounds and specific elements. In addition students study two important 
aspects the mechanism of chemical reactions; energy and rates of reaction. Overall, this package of 
study provides an excellent basis for study at the International Baccalaureate level. 
 
Practical/investigative work is a compulsory component of the course.  
 
Syllabus Outline:  
Moles 
Periodic Table 
Bonding 
Organic chemistry 
Metal Reactivity 
Electrolysis 
Investigations and Report Writing 
 

 

 
Assessment:  
Student progress is continuously assessed through regular assignments, tests and bi-yearly 
examinations. All these are marked according to IB criteria using the 7 point scale and reported to 
students and parents/guardians.  
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xi) Visual Arts 
 
Course Description: 
The course provides a framework allowing teachers to choose content and activities appropriate to 
their own and their students’ interests and experience. The course will develop an understanding of 
historical and contemporary art in a diversity of media, enabling the student to represent their ideas 
and interests in artworks. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
The syllabus is comprised of three main parts: Studio Work, Visual Arts Journal and a Comparative 
Analysis. 
These three parts have a natural relationship and can be inspired by each other. An understanding of 
aesthetics, the social and cultural functions of art and the relationship between form and meaning in 
Studio Work.  Research pertaining to all parts is channeled through media studies and theme work. 
 

Content Presentation: 
An introduction to ways of working is initiated by the teacher at the beginning of the course, using 
given themes. Encouragement is given thereafter to the students to develop their own ideas, in theme 
form, with help and guidance from the teacher in making decisions regarding media, content and 
meaning. Use of books, videos, DVDs, and visits to exhibitions, as well as media demonstrations and 
experiments are an intrinsic part of the course. 
 

Assessment:        
Judging works of art in progress and as finished work can take the form of an informal and personal 
dialogue with the teacher and student together, written self-evaluation or as part of a class discussion. 
Peer assessment is also relevant. 
The visual Arts Journal is used for homework assignments and the continuous documentation of 
techniques and processes. This journal is both formatively and summatively assessed. Summative 
assessment is carried out by the teacher twice yearly and progress reports and assignment grades 
are posted on ItsLearning.   
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xii) Theatre Arts 
 

Course Description 
The study of theatre arts in Pre-IB provides the student the opportunity to learn through experience by 
responding to texts, stimuli material, ideas and issues. The focus is on exploring the composite nature 
of theatre; it is a collaborative effort.  Through the process of creating and responding to theatrical 
forms, techniques, and theatrical elements, the student develop a proficiency in listening, speaking, 
writing, questioning, and negotiating.   Through the synthesis of these skills and forms the student is 
able to empathise, communicate, demonstrate, and analyse the universal aspects of the human 
experience. 
 
Syllabus Outline 

How People Perceive the 

World 
• exploring the nature 

of madness and people's 

perceptions of the world in 

the context of drama 

• know about the 

techniques and 

characteristics of the 

Theatre of Cruelty and the 

theatre practitioner: 

Antonin Artaud, his theories 

and contribution (legacy)  to 

modern physical theatre 

• Devising pieces of 

physical theatre based on 

theatre of cruelty 

techniques 

 

Masks 
• Exploring the neutral mask:  
how the body universally 
communicates to an audience 

• Comparing the neutral mask to 
masked styles 

• Know about  and explore the 
movement  techniques  and theories 
of Lecoq and  Laban 

• Devising  a piece of theatre 
inspired by the practitioners of Lecoq, 
Laban, Frantic Assembly and 
Complicite  
 

Performance 
• Students will be 

engaged in the 
process  of producing 
and  performing a 
chosen text or 
creating a devised 
piece based on a 
stimulus for a 
targeted live 
audience 

• Rehearsal techniques 

• character analysis, 
movement, voice 

• Exploring the 
content, style and 
form for the piece 

• Production support: 
Lighting, costumes, 
set design 

 
Content Presentation 
An introduction to: 

• ensemble work 

• performance techniques 

• acting techniques and characterisation 
Studies from an international perspective of selected texts and traditions 

• study in detail of a least two contrasting practices 

• a minimum of two play scripts from more than one theatrical tradition and more than one 
culture 

Active exploration of extracts and complete play texts as plans for action 

• practical engagement 

• imagining a text from a director or designer’s point of view 

• consideration of overall concept and ways of staging 
A practical study of the principles and practices of theatre production 

• involvement in at least one production 
 
 Assessment 
The students will demonstrate their skills and knowledge of theatre through practical workshops, 
stagecraft, ICT research, projects, live performance, films and presentations.  They will produce a 
portfolio blog of documentary evidence which reflects on how the strategies and elements have 
enhanced their understanding of the texts, issues, the process and the effectiveness of creating a 
piece of theatre.  The students will be assessed on all practical work and their portfolio blog. 
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xiii) Creativity(Activity)Service 
 
 
Philosophy: 
The aim of the course is to prepare students for the IB Creativity,Activity,Service programme and is 
therefore founded in the IB philosophy. The areas we will concentrate on are Creativity and Service. 
Through investigation, discussion, initiative, action and reflection students will have the opportunity to 
broaden their outlook, shape their attitudes and develop ideas related to local and global 
communities. Central to this is the idea that the development of the well-rounded individual is 
dependent not only on conventional curriculum content but also on activities which relate to real-life 
experiences.  
 
Course Content: 
Students will be acquainted with the philosophy of IB CAS.  
Students will spend one third of the year working with Creative issues and one third of the year with 
Service issues. The nature of these issues will be explored through discussion, experimentation, oral 
presentation, practical tasks and reflection. 
During each course they will be expected to do two projects which relate to local/ global communities. 
(real-life situations) Teachers will monitor and support these projects.  
 
Assessment: 
Student’s progress is monitored throughout and on completion of every project they evaluate and 
reflect on their own work. They then receive feedback from the teacher stating whether they have 
passed or failed. 
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xiv) IB Prep 
 
 
Course Description: 
The IB Prep course is divided into three areas of study: Economics, Theory of Knowledge and the 
Mini - Extended Essay, with the students spending approximately 10 weeks in each area. TOK and 
the MEE are preparatory courses, introducing the students to both TOK and the rigors of academic 
writing required in the Extended Essay, both of which are compulsory in the IB Diploma Programme, 
For more on Economics see Section XV. 
The Mini – Extended Essay teaches students how to approach the research process, how to outline, 
draft an essay and how to write an abstract. In addition students are given instruction on how to cite 
and format one of these essays correctly. 
Introduction to Theory of Knowledge is leading the students’ reflection on knowledge, the knower and 
the ways of knowing as well as focusing on the IBO Learner Profile. 
 
 
Syllabus Outline: 

Mini Extended Essay Theory of Knowledge 

Research skills 
Time management 
Critical Thinking 
Planning 
Outlining 
Drafting 

Reflecting 
Debating 
Critical thinking 
 
 

     
 
 
Content Presentation: 
Different teaching and learning methods are applied encouraging students to take an active role in the 
course and to take responsibility for their own learning. Much of the study is self-initiated with students 
completing long –term tasks and researching and writing a mini-extended essay, for example. There 
is also a focus on the IBO Learner Profile. 
 
Assessment: 
For each course, students will be assessed on an outcome as well as work ethic. For the MEE, 
students have their essays graded by supervisors following the same criteria used by the IB for the 
EE. For the Introduction to Theory of Knowledge students have a presentation graded following the 
same criteria used by the IB TOK Course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.google.no/imgres?imgurl=http://dpsteachers.wikispaces.com/file/view/diploma-1.jpg/144896277/diploma-1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://dpsteachers.wikispaces.com/page/history/home&usg=__rZic-m_YfBR8Mk5dfJf4NMvKPpk=&h=308&w=350&sz=23&hl=no&start=11&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=0MpUEScdGIq6TM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=diploma&hl=no&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1&ei=E4M-Tf32BNDq4ga909SLCg
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xv) Introduction to Economics 
 
The main aims of the course are twofold: 1. To introduce students to basic economic theories and 
concepts and 2. To develop students’ communication, research, reasoning, and technical skills. 
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of the subject and learn how to apply 
economic theory and concepts to current events. They will also develop essential skills by 
researching and delivering presentations to the rest of the class. Students will be given written and 
verbal feedback regarding all aspects of their presentations.  
The Pre-IB economics course requires a great deal of student participation. It is built on student 
inquiry, with economic theories and concepts being taught and developed as the course progresses. 
It provides a very good background for IB economics and it will help students to make an informed 
decision about their choice of Group 3 Diploma subject(s). Course materials consist of handouts 
which are specifically related to the economic theory and concepts covered in class. Selected video 
clips of all classroom topics will be available in Its Learning for students to access and review in their 
own time. Notebooks will also be distributed at the beginning of the course. 
Each student is required to give two presentations during the trimester. These can be delivered 
individually or in pairs. A tablet, laptop, or other portable device should be brought to each lesson.  As 
a last resort a mobile phone may be used in class for web searching. Students will also be required to 
take an active part in an economics debate. The course timetable is set out below. The weeks 
indicated are course weeks, not calendar weeks. 
 

Week Lesson content 

1 Price theory; consumers, firms and markets 

2 Price theory continued, research and presentation skills, selecting a news article 

3 Prepare for presentation 1 

4 Presentation 1 

5 Government intervention; maximum and minimum prices, direct taxes and subsidies 

6 Government intervention in markets continued 

7 Prepare for presentation 2 

8 Presentation 2 

9 Introduction to the economics of social problems 

10 Prepare for debate 

11 Debate, review of the course and teacher presentation on IB economics 
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xvi)    ICT 
 

Course Description: 
The overall goal for this short course is to familiarize students with ICT tools that they will need for 
their Pre-IB and IB years. There are two primary areas of focus in Pre-IB ICT - the Mini-Extended 
Essay (MEE) and data collection and processing in a variety of contexts. For the MEE, the ICT 
teacher coordinates closely with the MEE course teacher. The MEE teacher focuses on the writing 
process while the ICT teacher focuses on using ICT tools for the MEE. ICT is a compulsory course of 
3 lessons per week for one trimester.  

Syllabus Outline: 
 ICT for the Mini-Extended Essay 

▪ Good Internet Searching 
▪ Internet Source Criticism  
▪ Note-taking using OneNote 
▪ Formatting MEE using MLA Style Guide 
▪ Citing Sources using MLA Style Guide 
▪ Presentation of the MEE 

 Data collection and processing 
▪ Review of useful word processing and spreadsheet functions 
▪ Data collection and processing project using an online survey 
▪ Collecting and analyzing exchange rates from various countries 

 

Content Presentation: 
The course is made up of several assignments that switch between the MEE and data collection and 
processing, depending on the MEE deadlines. Each assignment is designed to learn new functionality 
in an ICT tool and apply it to a practical situation. The teacher presents and demonstrates each 
assignment, emphasizing key functions, explaining important terms and encouraging classroom 
questions.  
 
The students then apply what they have learned through hands-on experience. Each student typically 
uses their own laptop but school laptops are available for use. The primary ICT tools used are PC-
based and currently include Microsoft Office 2016 (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote, Microsoft 
Forms).  
 
As keeping up-to-date is important in ICT, various online materials are used instead of a textbook. 
Assignments are prepared by the teacher emphasizing the learning objectives and the practical use of 
the tools. 

 

Assessment: 
Formative assessment through peer reviews, student demonstrations and teacher feedback takes 
place during each assignment. Each assignment completed is handed in to It’s Learning. The mini-
extended essay (MEE), handed in at the end of the course, is graded by the ICT teacher, MEE 
teacher and advisor.  
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3. Choosing Subjects  
 
When choosing subjects at OIS, you must also avoid choosing subjects that because of timetable 
restrictions will be taught simultaneously.  
 
Below is shown schematically which subjects will be taught simultaneously. You may NOT choose 
subjects where there is a collision. A collision occurs when two subjects are in the same block. 
  

A. Required Subjects 
  

Subject Lessons per Week 

1 English  5 

2 Mathematics  5 

3 Physical Education 4 

4 IB Prep/ and Introductory Economics 2 

5 History or 
Geography 

4 

4 

   

B. Option Choices 
 

Block 1 Norwegian A  4 

Norwegian B 4 

Study 4 

   

Block 2 Biology 4 

Physics 4 

Study 4 

   

Block 3 Visual Arts 4 

Chemistry 4 

Study 4 

   

Block 4 Theatre Arts 4 

French/Spanish (please circle one) 4 

Study 4 

   

Block 5 C(A)S/ICT 3 

English B 3 

Mathematics Support 3 

 
C. Conditions 

• Students can ONLY choose ONE study. 

• All students MUST study at least one Science. 

• All students MUST study at least one Language apart from the required English (unless special arrangements are made with 

the US Deputy Principal). Please note that previous study in the language is required for all languages. 

• Students who need extra support in Mathematics will be enrolled in Mathematics Support by the Mathematics teachers. 

• Students who need extra support in English will be enrolled in English B by the English teachers. 

 

 
  



 

24 

 

4. Procedure for Admission  
 
 

1. In the second school term of Year 10, the Head of Secondary provides Year 10 students and 
their parents with information about Pre-IB and IB subjects, policies, the admission 
requirements, and The School's Regulations for Pre-IB Students 

 
2. An information meeting is held for students and parents/guardians. In-depth information about 

the Pre-IB and IB programmes is given by the Head of Secondary and subject teachers are 
available to give individual advice and counselling. 

 
3. All interested internal applicants fill in the Pre-IB Course Selection and Declaration of 

compliance with Regulations Forms and return them to the school on or before the admissions 
deadline. 

 
4. All external applicants must follow the normal application procedures of OIS, as well as 

follow the procedures outlined in Point 3. Applications from external candidates can be 
considered even if circumstances prohibit the meeting of the admissions deadline. 

 
5. All internal applications are considered during admissions meetings by Year 10 and Pre-IB 

staff with regard to the student’s general suitability to the Pre-IB programme –performance in 
Year 10, general attitude to work and school, conduct, work habits, aptitude and ability to 
comply with the conditions of  The School's Regulations for Pre-IB Students. 

 
6. All external applications are considered on the basis of the student’s previous academic 

records, letters of recommendation, their motivational statement and the interview with the 
Secondary Principal and/or IB Coordinator. 

 
7. A conditional offer of a place is sent to successful applicants and their parents/guardians as 

soon as the application has been processed. (Deadlines for processing are March 20th for 
internal applicants and June 1st for external applicants)  

 
8. Final offers of place for internal applicants are sent out with the June Progress Reports if all 

the admission requirements have been met. 
 

9. If  admission is dependent on certain conditions (for example a different set of subject choices) 
then the students and their parents/guardians will be informed of these conditions and be 
asked to comply with the recommendations before a final offer of a place is made. 

 
10. If a place for internal applicants is to be refused, then parents/guardians will normally be 

contacted before an official letter is sent. 
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5.   Assessment Principles 
 
The formal assessment system adopted in the Pre-IB Programme at OIS is in line with that of the IBO 
Diploma Programme and its stated aims of :  

  

• Encouraging good classroom practice and appropriate student learning  

• Arriving at results (i.e. subject grades) that have a high level of reliability, appropriate to a high-
stakes university entrance qualification  

• Reflecting the international-mindedness of the Programme  

• Balancing attention on the higher-order cognitive skills (synthesis, reflection, evaluation, critical 
thinking) and the more fundamental cognitive skills (knowledge, understanding and application)  

• Ensuring that for each subject a suitable range of tasks and instruments are used to assess all 
the objectives  

• Basing decisions in marking and grading on the judgment of student performance against 
expected standards (criteria/mark bands, mark schemes)  

 
In each subject, teachers use a variety of assessment techniques to evaluate the performance of 
individual students in relation to established knowledge and skills objectives. These objectives and 
their related marking criteria and/or mark schemes and grade descriptors are for the most part 
determined by the IBO and are applicable to the majority of the Pre-IB Programme (all subjects). 
Hence, student performance is at all times evaluated against expected standards.  

 
This evaluation, be it in the form of homework assignments, tests, oral presentations, or exams, etc., 
is then converted into a grade from 1-7 using either the % conversion tables if mark schemes are 
used or grade descriptors/mark bands if criterion-referencing are used. The grade descriptors for 
each subject group are used to summarize performance over the term (term grade) and the % 
conversion tables to report on exam performance (exam grade). In addition, all students are 
assessed on their work ethic each term. 
 
The purpose of all assessment is to identify the knowledge, skills and understanding that students 
should develop, as well as measuring the level of each student’s achievement. Assessment tasks 
and the reported grades/comments are meant to help students and teachers identify 
weaknesses/strengths and to improve learning and performance for a successful completion of the 
Pre-IB Programme.  
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6.   Appendix : Global Scale for Language Levels 
 
 

 

 

 

Proficient 

C2 Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise 

information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing 

arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself 

spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of 

meaning even in more complex situations. 

User C1 Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise 

implicit meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously 

without much obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly 

and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes. Can produce 

clear, well-structured, detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled 

use of organisational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices. 

 

 

Independent 

B2 Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract 

topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. Can 

interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular 

interaction with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party. 

Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a 

viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of 

various options. 

User B1 Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters 

regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can deal with most 

situations likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is 

spoken.  Can produce simple connected text on topics which are familiar or 

of personal interest. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes & 

ambitions and briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans. 

 

 

 

Basic 

A2 Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of 

most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, 

shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and 

routine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on 

familiar and routine matters.  Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her 

background, immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need. 

User A1 Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic 

phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce 

him/herself and others and can ask and answer questions about personal 

details such as where he/she lives, people he/she knows and things he/she 

has. Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and 

clearly and is prepared to help. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


