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OIS Mission, Vision, Core Values, and Core Learner Outcomes 

Mission: 

The Oslo International School offers a challenging international education, in 

English, to children of all nationalities who are in the Oslo area for a specific 

period, or who are interested in an international education. 

 

 

Vision: 

To develop the unique potential of every student 

 

Core Values:  

 

Respect; Cooperation; Caring; Challenge 

 

 

Core Learner Outcomes: 

 

 OIS students will: 

  

1. Attain, to the best of each individual's ability, high levels of understanding and     

competencies across a broad range of subjects  

2. Attain the essential knowledge, skills and attitudes to be life-long learners  

3. Be independent learners, active in their approach to their own learning  

4. Be ethical international citizens of a changing and challenging world  

 

 

 

 

The OIS Advantage: 

 

At OIS we demand the highest standards from all our constituents. 

 

Our students will be: 

• included in a stimulating and caring learning environment  

• respected for the diverse cultures they represent 

• stimulated by a quality education and rigorous assessment 

• nurtured by caring, qualified teachers  

 

Our teaching and support staff will: 

• Promote and support intellectual growth and excellence in all aspects of 

learning 

• Foster a passion for learning 

• Make learning relevant, rigorous and real 

• Utilise the most appropriate technology and resources available 

• Be actively involved in professional development 

• Provide a learning environment which enhances learning potential and 

encourages students to take responsibility for their own learning 

• Foster respect and promote awareness and acceptance of personal and 

cultural diversity 
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1. General Information about the Diploma Programme 
 
The International Baccalaureate Organisation’s Diploma Programme (DP), created in 1968, is 
a demanding pre-university course of study that leads to examinations; it is designed for 
highly motivated secondary school students aged 16 to 19. The programme has earned a 
reputation for rigorous assessment, giving IB diploma holders access to the world’s leading 
universities. The IBO has shown, over the course of its years,that students are well prepared 
for university work. 
 
The Diploma Programme’s grading system is criterion referenced: each student’s 
performance is measured against well defined levels of achievement consistent from one 
examination session to the next. Grades reflect attainment of knowledge and skills relative to 
set standards that are applied equally to all schools. Top grades are not, for example, 
awarded to a certain percentage of students. 
 
The programme is a comprehensive two-year international curriculum, available in English, 
French and Spanish, that generally allows students to fulfil the requirements of their national 
or state education systems.  The Diploma Programme incorporates the best elements of 
national systems without being based on any one. Internationally mobile students are able to 
transfer from one IB school to another while students who remain closer to home benefit from 
a highly respected international curriculum. 
 
The programme was born of efforts to establish a common curriculum and university entry 
credential for students moving from one country to another. International educators were 
motivated by practical considerations but also by an idealistic vision: students should share 
an academic experience that would emphasize critical thinking, intercultural understanding 
and exposure to a variety of points of view. 
 
Today there are equal numbers of students from international schools and state or national 
systems. The idealism has remained unchanged, however. The IBO’s goal is to provide 
students with the values and opportunities that will enable them to develop sound judgement, 
make wise choices, and respect others in the global community. The Diploma Programme 
equips students with the skills and attitudes necessary for success in higher education and 
employment. The programme has the strengths of a traditional liberal arts curriculum, but with 
three important additional features, shown at the centre of the curriculum model below. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
(from IBO: “The Diploma Programme”)  
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The IB Learner Profile 
 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing 
their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and 
more peaceful world. 
 
As IB learners we strive to be: 
 
Inquirers  We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how 
to learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of 
learning throughout life. 
 
Knowledgeable  We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge 
across a range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global 
significance. 
 
Thinkers  We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible action 
on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators  We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives 
of other individuals and groups. 
 
Principled  We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and 
with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our 
actions and their consequences. 
 
Open-minded  We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as 
the values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of view, and we 
are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring  We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and 
we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us. 
 
Risk-takers  We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We are 
resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change. 
 
Balanced  We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives - 
intellectual, physical and emotional - to achieve well-being for ourselves and others. We 
recognize our interdependence with other people and with the world in which we live. 
 
Reflective  We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work 
to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal 
development. 
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2. Subjects at OIS 
 
The six academic subjects (see curriculum model) are studied concurrently; students are 
required to study both the humanities and the sciences. At least three subjects but not more 
than four are taken at higher level HL, while the others are standard level (SL); HL courses 
represent a minimum of 240 teaching hours, SL courses each cover 150 hours. Students are 
thus able to explore some subjects in depth and others more broadly, a deliberate 
compromise between the early specialisation of some national systems and the breadth found 
in others. The science-oriented student is challenged to learn a foreign language and the 
natural linguist becomes familiar with laboratory procedures. The subjects are continually 
reviewed and revised to meet contemporary needs. The list below serves as a current guide 
only. 
 
Group 1 – studies in language and literature   
English and Norwegian are offered for examination at OIS. Additional languages can be 
studied outside of school for examination. Very good writing and oral skills and respect for the 
literary heritage of the student’s first language are complemented by the international 
perspective given through world literature or literature and language studies. 
 
Group 2 – language acquisition 
English, Norwegian, French, and Spanish are offered to second language learners with 
previous experience learning the language, and Spanish/French or German for beginners. 
The principal aim for the course in group 2 is to enable students to use the language in a 
range of contexts and for many purposes; the courses focus on written and spoken 
communication.  

 
Group 3 – individuals and societies 
Subjects included in this group are: economics, history and geography.  
 
Group 4 –sciences 
The subjects available in group 4 are: biology, chemistry and physics. Practical laboratory 
skills are developed and collaborative learning is encouraged through an interdisciplinary 
group project. Students develop an awareness of moral and ethical issues and a sense of 
social responsibility is fostered by examining local and global issues. 
 
Group 5 – mathematics 
All candidates for a diploma are required to complete a mathematics course, and three  
options are available to cater for different abilities and levels of student interest. Each course 
aims to deepen a student’s understanding of mathematics as a discipline and to promote 
confidence and facility in the use of mathematical language.  

 
Group 6 – the arts 
At OIS, the courses offered are Visual Arts HL and SL. 
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Group 1 – Studies in Language and Literature - General 
 

Requirements 
 
Students are required to select at least one language from group 1. They are also required to 
select a different second language from either group 1 or group 2. Students also have the option of 
studying a third language (from either group) as an elective instead of a group 6 subject. 

 
Rationale for group 1 
 
Group 1 courses are designed to support future academic study by developing high levels of 
language competence and communication skills as well as social, aesthetic and cultural literacy. 
Literature plays a central role in the courses, which aim to support lifelong learning through 
engaging students as actively as possible with the texts they study. 
 
Each course highlights a different perspective in the study of texts. 
 
• In language A: literature the focus is directed towards developing an understanding of the 
techniques involved in literary criticism and promoting the ability to form independent literary 
judgments. 
• Language A: language and literature looks more openly at the method of inquiry embodied in 
critical literacy and is directed towards understanding the constructed nature of meanings 
generated by language and the web of relationships they share with the social world. In addition, 
language A: language and literature allows the exploration of a wide variety of non-literary texts. 
 
Group 1 courses are suitable for students who have experience of using the language in an 
academic context. It is recognized that students have language backgrounds that vary 
significantly. There are some students for whom the target language is their only proficient 
language, whereas other students have complex language profiles and are competent in more 
than one language. One path to a bilingual diploma is to take two group 1 courses, each in a 
different language (in any combination). Special-request language A and school supported self-
taught options remain available in language A: literature SL. By providing these options, group 1 
supports additive bilingualism through the support and development of the student’s 
mother tongue. 
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i) Language A English, Norwegian (Literature) 
 

 
Course Description  
The focus of Language A: Literature is directed towards developing an understanding of the 
techniques involved in literary criticism and promoting the ability to form independent literary 
judgments.  The course is built on the assumption that literature is concerned with our 
conceptions, interpretations and experiences of the world. The study of literature can 
therefore be seen as an exploration of the way it represents the complex pursuits, anxieties, 
joys and fears to which human beings are exposed in the daily business of living. It enables 
an exploration of one of the more enduring fields of human creativity, and provides 
opportunities for encouraging independent, original, critical and clear thinking. It also 
promotes respect for the imagination and a perceptive approach to the understanding and 
interpretation of literary works. 
 
Through the study of a wide range of literature, the course encourages students to appreciate 
the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically on their reading. Works are 
studied in their literary and cultural contexts, through close study of individual texts and 
passages, and by considering a range of critical approaches. In view of the international 
nature of the IB and its commitment to intercultural understanding, the Language A: Literature 
course does not limit the study of works to the products of one culture or the cultures covered 
by any one language. The study of works in translation is especially important in introducing 
students, through literature, to other cultural perspectives. The response to the study of 
literature is through oral and written communication, thus enabling students to develop and 
refine their command of language. 

 
Syllabus Outline 
Higher Level HL students are required to study 13 works, whereas Standard Level SL 
students are required to study 10. The syllabus is divided into four separate Parts: 
 
Part 1: Works in translation 
HL Study of three works 
SL Study of two works 
 
Part 2: Detailed Study 
HL Study of three works, each of a different genre (one of which must be poetry) 
SL Study of two works, each of a different genre 
 
Part 3: Literary genres 
HL Study of four works of the same genre 
SL Study of three works of the same genre 
 
Part 4: Options 
HL Study of three works 
SL Study of three works 

 
Content Presentation 
The methods of study for each of the works will vary. Lectures, group study, oral 
presentations by students, performance/reading aloud and class discussion are interchanged. 
Learning, when possible, is supplemented with film material and student research. 

 
Assessment 
OIS Assessment 

Student learning is continuously assessed in the form of essays, commentaries, 
quizzes, tests, oral presentations, classroom discussion and analysis and internal 
exams two times a year.  Assignments are marked using established criteria and 
reported to students and parents/guardians. A record of student progress and results 
may be accessed continually through Itslearning. 

 
IB Assessment 

The final IB result in Language A: Literature is comprised of five separate 
assessments: Paper 1, Paper 2, Written Assignment, Individual oral commentary, 
Individual oral presentation. 
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External Assessment 70% 
Paper 1: 20%  
HL A Literary Commentary (2 hours): a literary commentary on a previously 
unseen passage 
SL Guided Literary Analysis (1 hour 30 minutes): a literary analysis of a 
previously unseen passage in response to two guiding questions. 
 
Paper 2: Essay 25% 
HL (2 hours): an essay based on at least two works studied in Part 3 
SL (1 hour 30 minutes): an essay based on at least two works studied in Part 
3. 
 
Written Assignment 25% 
HL and SL: Students submit a reflective statement (300-400 words) and 
literary essay (1200-1500 words) on one work studied in Part 1. 

 
Internal Assessment 30%  

Individual oral commentary 15%  
HL A 10-minute oral commentary on poetry studied in part 2, followed by a 
10-minute discussion based on one of the other two works studied in part 2. 
SL A 10-minute oral commentary based on an extract from one of the works 
studied in part 2. 
 
Individual oral presentation 15 % 
HL and SL: 10-15 minute oral presentation based on works studied in Part 4.  

 
 
 
Prerequisites 
There are no formal requirements for students undertaking this course. Students who take 
this course will often have varied language profiles and may be multilingual. While it is 
recommended that students have had experience of writing critical essays about texts, not 
having done so should not exclude them from studying Language A: Literature.   
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ii) Language A English (Language and Literature) 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 
The Language A: Language and Literature course works with a variety of literary and non-
literary texts. In view of the international nature of the IB and its commitment to intercultural 
understanding, the course does not limit its study of texts to the products of one culture or the 
cultures covered by any one language.  

 
TEACHING METHODS/ STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
The course is taught using a variety of teaching methods, the majority of which are student-
centred.  As success in this course is dependent upon a student’s ability to think critically and 
analytically about a text and to come to their own defendable conclusions/interpretations of 
this text, it is imperative that the content presentation is primarily one that is student-centred.  
While the teacher will introduce background information and the “tools” for literary and textual 
analysis, it is the responsibility of the students to apply these tools.  In many cases, the role of 
the teacher is more of a mentoring role helping students to develop and defend their own 
conclusions and interpretations. 
 
Therefore, it is not enough to “know” the contents of the texts that are covered but, instead, to 
be able to reach clear conclusions about what the texts “mean”, the cultural significance of the 
texts, how they come to create this “meaning” and how this “meaning” is tied into the 
student’s own experience.  As such, students need to be constantly questioning their 
interpretations of texts, as well as persistently considering how texts relate to their own 
experience of the world surrounding them. 

 

 
ENGLISH A: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE:  AIMS 

 
1. introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres 
2. develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts 

and make relevant connections 
3. develop the students' powers of expression, both in oral and written communication 
4. encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are 

written and received 
5. encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of 

people from other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning 
6. encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts 
7. promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature 
8. develop in students an understanding of how language, culture and context 

determine the ways in which meaning is constructed in texts 
9. encourage students to think critically about different interactions between text, 

audience and purpose 

 

 
ENGLISH A: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE SYLLABUS 
OUTLINE 

FIRST  SEMESTER (Fall 2018): 
 
Part 1: Language in a cultural context 

 

Learning outcomes: 

• Analyze how audience and purpose affect the structure and content of texts 

• Analyze the impact of language changes 

• Demonstrate an awareness of how language and meaning are shaped by culture and 

context 
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Works studied: 
• Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources, genres and media. These 

texts include editorials, videos, blogs, essays, interviews, memoirs, photographs, 

paintings, song lyrics, speeches, textbooks, comic strips, advertisements.  

• A selection of poetry 

• A selection of short stories 

 
Assessment:  

• OIS: essays, commentaries, oral presentations, in-class discussions, quizzes, tests 
and exams 

• IB:  
o One further oral activity – an oral presentation based on one of the non-

literary texts 
o One written task – a written assignment based on one of the non-literary 

texts  

 

SECOND SEMESTER (Spring 2019): 
 
Part 2: Language and mass communication 
 
Learning outcomes: 

• Examine different forms of communication within the media 

• Show an awareness of the potential for educational, political or ideological influence 

of the media 

• Show the way mass media use language to inform, persuade or entertain 

 

Works studied: 

• Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources, genres and media. These 

texts include editorials, videos, blogs, essays, interviews, new reports, national 

campaigns, speeches, political cartoons, advertisements.  

• A selection of poetry 

• A selection of short stories 

 
Assessment:  

• OIS: essays, commentaries, oral presentations, in-class discussions, quizzes, tests 
and exams 

• IB:  
o One further oral activity – an oral presentation based on one of the non-

literary texts 
o One written task – a written assignment based on one of the non-literary 

texts  

 

THIRD SEMESTER (Fall 2019) 
 
Part 4: Literature – critical study 
 
Learning outcomes: 

• Explore literary works in detail 

• Analyse elements such as theme and the ethical stance or moral values of literary 

texts 

• Understand and make appropriate use of literary terms (for example imagery, 

persona, tone, metaphor and irony 

 
Works studied: 

• Othello by William Shakespeare 

• Nemesis by Philip Roth 

• Selected Poems by Carol Ann Duffy 
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Assessment:  

• OIS: essays, commentaries, oral presentations, in-class discussions, quizzes, tests 
and exams 
 

• IB:  
o Oral Commentary – an oral commentary on an extract, chosen by the 

teacher, from one of the works studied in Part 4.     
o One written task – a written assignment based on one of the literary works. 

 
 

FOURTH  SEMESTER (Spring 2020): 
 
Part 3: Literature in context 
 
Learning outcomes: 

• Consider the changing historical, cultural and social contexts in which particular texts 

are written and received 

• Demonstrate how form, structure and style can not only be seen to influence 

meaning, but can also be influenced by context 

• Understand the attitudes and values expressed by literary texts and their impact on 

readers 

 
Works studied: 

• A selection of non-literary texts which deepen our understanding of the literary works 
we will be reading 

• Things they Carried by Tim O’Brian 

• Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 

• Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad 

 
Assessment:  

• OIS: essays, commentaries, oral presentations, in-class discussions, quizzes, tests 
and exams 

• IB:  
o Paper 1(exam) – textual analysis     
o Paper 2(exam) – essay based on 2 of the literary works studied in Part 3 
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iii) Languages A not taught in school 
 
All students of the IB Diploma course are required to study two languages. In order to be in a 
position to achieve the best diploma possible, it is advantageous for each student to study (as 
Language A) the language in which he/she is most confident. The International Baccalaureate 
Organisation recognises that schools will not be able to offer all the languages required by 
their student body. It states: “Where a language A1 is not offered by the school, provided that 
all regulations are adhered to, a candidate may be taught by an external teacher. The 
externally assessed components remain the same as for other Language A1 candidates. If 
the internal assessment is carried out by the external teacher the normal requirements and 
procedures also apply”.  
 
Oslo International School offers courses in English and Norwegian in Language A and 
English, Norwegian, French, and Spanish in Language B. Should a student at OIS need to 
study a language other than the above as part of their diploma programme, external teacher 
expenses must be met by the student’s family, in addition to the normal tuition fee. When 
possible, the school will give assistance in finding an external teacher. External teachers are 
welcome to make use of the school premises for these lessons, provided they take place 
outside of normal school hours. 
 
Where no external teacher is available, the candidate can also be registered in Language A1 
as a self-taught candidate. A self-taught Language A1 can be studied at standard level only. 
The internal assessment requirements are the same as for English A (Literature) SL 
candidates, but are co-ordinated by a teacher at OIS. 
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Group 2 – Languages B and Ab Initio - General 
 
Group 2 consists of a broad spectrum of modern language courses. The main emphasis of 
the modern language courses is on language acquisition and usage, from the comparatively 

elementary, practical usage at ab initio level to the more sophisticated language B courses.  
Within each language course the syllabus and assessment details are common to all the 
available languages and are closely comparable in the demands that they make on students. 
The assessment is conducted in the language studied. 
 
Modern Languages 
The study of a modern language entails acquiring a language system and applying it in four 
active and interrelated ways: through listening, speaking, reading and writing.  These four 
skills involve exchanging ideas and effective communication. Effective communication, in 
turn, involves the intellectual process of understanding how ideas can best be expressed to 
the audience concerned.  Understanding ideas, and expressing them clearly and 
convincingly, demands an awareness of the cultural characteristics of the audience. 
 
The study of a modern language, at any level, should enable students to use it spontaneously 
and appropriately in unfamiliar as well as in familiar circumstances. Each of the group 2 
modern language courses is generally set in different communicative and interactive 
situations, thus reflecting the different expectations of language proficiency. The situations 
hypothesized at ab initio level, are, of necessity, more mundane and everyday than their 
relatively sophisticated equivalents in a language B. At ab initio there is an emphasis on 
practical utility, while the domains covered by language B range from the practical and social, 
to the expressive and intellectual.  
 
It is essential that Diploma Programme coordinators and teachers ensure that students are 
following the course that is most suited to their present and future needs and that will provide 
them with an appropriate academic challenge. The degree to which students are already 
competent in the language, and the degree of proficiency they wish to attain by the end of the 
period of study, are the most important factors in identifying the appropriate placement point 
on the spectrum of modern language courses available. Appropriate placement is the 
responsibility of teachers and coordinators, not the IBO. 
 
If students are not adequately challenged by their choice of group 2 course they will have 
been denied an educational opportunity. If, for example, they have been advised to pursue an 
ab initio course when a language B would have been more appropriate, then they will have 
been, in effect, advised to seek the most expedient way to amass points in an educationally 
sterile fashion. Students should be encouraged to pursue a course that is rigorous and 
worthwhile, and that will stand them in good stead for their tertiary studies and/or careers. 
University admissions officers will be aware of the hierarchy of linguistic proficiency signified 
by the different courses. 
 
Language Ab Initio 
The language ab initio courses are language learning courses for beginners, designed to be 
followed over two years by students who have no previous experience of learning the target 
language. The main focus of the courses is on the acquisition of language required for 
purposes and situations usual in everyday social interaction. Language ab initio courses are 
only available at standard level. 
 
Language ab initio courses aim to develop a variety of linguistic skills, and a basic awareness 
of the culture(s) using the language, through the study of a core syllabus and language-
specific syllabuses. 
 
Language B 
Mostly available at both higher and standard levels, the language B courses occupy the 
middle ground of the group 2 modern languages spectrum and are language acquisition 
courses for students with some previous experience of learning the target language. The 
main focus of these courses is to provide students with the necessary skills and intercultural 
understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where the 
language studied is spoken (IBO Language B guide for first examinations 2013). The 
development of skills is considerably beyond those expected of an ab initio candidate, and up 
to a fairly sophisticated degree at higher level. 
 



 15 

Language B courses give students the opportunity to reach a high degree of competence in a 
language and explore the culture(s) using the language. The range of purposes and situations 
for which and in which the language is used extends well beyond those at ab initio, 
encouraging the learner to develop an awareness of the world by focusing on areas such as 
communication and media, global issues, social relationships (core), cultural diversity and 
health (options). The types of language needed for these purposes and situations are 
consequently, more refined.  
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i) Language B (English, Norwegian, French, Spanish)  
  
Course Description 
Language B courses are developed at two levels: Standard and Higher, and are intended for 
students with some previous experience of learning the target language. The main focus of 
these courses is on language acquisition and the development of skills up to a fairly 
sophisticated level, particularly at higher level. Language B courses give students the 
opportunity to reach a high degree of competence in a language and explore the culture(s) 
using the language as well as develop intercultural understanding. The range of purposes and 
situations for which and in which the language is used extends well beyond those at ab initio, 
encouraging the learner to develop an awareness of the world by focusing on areas such as 
communication and media, global issues and social relationships, (core) and health and 
cultural diversity (options). The types of language needed for these purposes and situations 
are consequently, more refined. 
 
Syllabus Outline (HL and SL) 
 
Language: 
The presentation, explanation and review of grammatical structures and vocabulary are 
integrated into the course. 
The language skills developed in an integrated way are: 

• Receptive skills 

• Productive skills 

• Interactive skills 
 
Texts 
The above skills are developed through the use of a wide range of texts or material, which are 
selected in view of their communicative purposes, such as articles, blogs, brochures/leaflets, 
essays, interviews, reports, reviews, sets of instructions or guidelines, written 
correspondence. 
 
Cultural Awareness 
'While learning the target language, the student develops an awareness of the similarities and 
differences between his/her own culture and those of the target culture(s). With this 
awareness, a greater respect for other peoples and the way in which they lead their lives is 
fostered. Within the course framework, through the study of authentic texts, students 
investigate and reflect on cultural values and behaviours.' (IBO Language B Guide for first 
exams in 2018) 
 
 
Course Presentation: 
The main focus of the courses is on language acquisition and development of the four 
language skills; these language skills are developed through the study and use of a range of 
written and spoken material. Such material extends from everyday oral exchanges to literary 
(HL) and non-literary texts (see above), to audio and audio-visual materials related to the 
culture(s) concerned. Students are encouraged to develop confidence in the use of the 
language, sensitivity to the audience and an ability to communicate their ideas clearly. 
 
Assessment: 
In the context of language B, the successful use of a language consists of demonstrating 
competence in interrelated areas: Receptive skills, Productive skills, Interactive skills. These 
three areas form the basis of the various assessment criteria which are published by the IB 
organisation. In the final examinations 75% of the marks are awarded for receptive skills 
(listening and reading) and written productive skills in the target language and 25% for oral 
interactive activities.  
 
Prerequisites: 
Language B at SL is for a language learner who has reached a language proficiency 
level equivalent to Level B1 in the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages while Language B at HL is for a language learner who has reached 
a language proficiency level of at least a strong B1. (See appendix for Definitions of 
Language Proficiency Levels) 
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ii) Language ab initio (Spanish)  
 
Course Description 
The language ab initio course is a language learning courses for beginners, designed to be 
followed over two years by students who have no previous experience of learning the target 
language.  The main focus of the course is on the acquisition of language required for 
purposes and situations usual in everyday social interaction.  Language ab initio course aims 
to develop a variety of linguistic skills, and a basic awareness of the culture(s) using the 
language, through the study of a core syllabus and language – specific syllabuses. 
Language ab initio course is only available at standard level. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
The three primary language skills to be developed in an integrated way are: receptive, 
productive, and interactive. The balance between these three skills should be appropriate to 
the needs of the students, but none should be neglected. 
These topics are: 

• Daily routines 

• Education 

• Food and Drink 

• Personal Details, appearance 
and character 

• Physical Health 

• Relationships 

• Shopping 

• Employment 

• Entertainment 

• Holidays 

• Media 

• Sport 

• Technology 

• Transport 

• Environmental concerns 

• Global issues 

• Neighbourhood 

• Physical Geography 

• Town and services 

• Weather 
 

 

Content presentation: 
For each of the topics, teachers are encouraged to use as many types of texts as possible. 
Teachers and students choose texts that address the students’ needs and interests.  All 
material is selected in view of their communicative purpose. 
During the course, students are expected to become familiar with aspects of everyday life and 
culture of the countries in which the language is spoken.  Wherever possible, students should 
be encouraged to practice the language through correspondence, use of e-mail, language 
clubs and so on.  Students are encouraged to become independent learners. They have 
some learner training, especially in the case of students who have never studied a foreign 
language before. 
Students are trained to deal with texts that contain previously unseen vocabulary, role play 
situations, information gap activities, grammar and pronunciation rules from given texts. 
Assessment 
Formative: Student learning is continuously assessed in the forms of essays, oral 
presentations as role plays, sequencing exercises, in short tests and bi-yearly exams.  All 
these assignments are marked using established criteria and reported to students and 
parents/guardians. 
Summative: Assessment 1 / Paper 1 Writing 1 hr 25% weighting (externally assessed); 
Assessment 2 / Paper 2 Receptive skills – listening and reading (separate sections) Listening 
comp. – 45 min Reading comp. – 1 hr 50% weighting (externally assessed); Individual oral 7-
10 min + 15 min of preparation 25% weighting (internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by IBO) 
Prerequisites 
Enrolment in an ab initio language course is determined by the amount of time (none or very 
little) used to study the language in the years before IB. 
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Group 3 – Individuals and Societies - General 
 
Aims: 

The aims of all subjects in group 3, individuals and societies, are to: 

1. encourage the systematic and critical study of: human experience and 
behaviour; physical, economic and social environments; the history and 
development of social and cultural institutions  

2. develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and 
to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments about the nature and 
activities of the individual and society  

3. enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies 
of society, to test hypotheses and interpret complex data and source 
material  

4. promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant to 
both the culture in which the student lives and the culture of other 
societies  

5. develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and opinions 
are widely diverse and that a study of society requires an appreciation 
of such diversity  

6. enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of 
the subjects in group 3 are contestable and that their study requires the 
toleration of uncertainty.  
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i) History 
 
Course Description: 
The curriculum model for the IB History course is essentially one of a core area of study 
consisting of various topics in 20th Century World History, and a higher level extension in 19th 
century European History. Standard level students study only the core elements of the 
syllabus, while higher level students study both the core elements and the extension topics 
simultaneously. In both areas of study the material is presented, generally speaking, in a 
chronological manner with an emphasis on the interpretation of events, as well as the 
analysis of historical documents. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
SL + HL Prescribed Subjects      
All students will study the following in depth: 
1. The Move to Global War 
 
SL + HL 20th C World History Topics 
All students will study at least  TWO of the following in depth: 
1. Causes and effects of 20th century wars 
2. Evolution and development of democratic states (1848-2000) 
3. Authoritarian states (20th century) 
4. Independence movements (1800-2000) 
5. The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries (20th century) 
 
HL options 
Higher level students study at least three of the following European History topics in depth: 
1. The French Revolution and Napoleon (1774-1815) 
2. Italy (1815-1871) and Germany (1815-1890) 
3. France (1815-1914) 
4. Imperial Russia, revolution and the establishment of the Soviet Union (1855-1924) 
5. Europe and the First World War (1871-1918) 
6. European states in the inter-war years (1918-1939) 
 
 
Content Presentation: 
During the study of each of the syllabus units, a variety of teaching and learning methods are 
used. The introduction, survey of events, and impact of the events is generally presented by 
the teacher in lecture form, while the interpretation of those events forms the basis for class 
seminars. In addition, workshops on essay-writing and document-analysis skills are integral 
parts of some topics. Whenever possible, film material is used to reinforce learning, while 
student research and presentations, along with organised debates round out the remainder of 
classroom activities. 
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continuously assessed in the form of essays, presentations, document 
analysis assignments, and bi-yearly exams. All of these assignments are marked using 
established  IB criteria and reported to students and parents/guardians.  
 
The final assessment from IB consists of 3 (2 for standard level) written examinations that test 
historical knowledge, as well as document work and/or essay-writing skills. In addition all 
students complete a historical investigation (2000 words) of a topic of their choice. 
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ii) Economics 
 
Course Description: 
The course covers four key areas of Economics. These are outlined below. Economics HL 
students have to take an examination (Paper 3) which requires the use of a calculator to 
answer many of the questions. The IBO recommends that all Economics HL students are 
familiar with the use of graphic display calculators. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
 
Section 1: Microeconomics 
1.1 Competitive markets: demand and 
supply (some topics HL only) 
1.2 Elasticity 
1.3 Government intervention (some topics 
HL extension, plus one topic HL only) 
1.4 Market failure (some topics HL only) 
1.5 Theory of the firm and market structures 
(HL only) 
 
Section 2: Macroeconomics 
2.1 The level of overall economic activity 
(one topic HL extension) 
2.2 Aggregate demand and aggregate 
supply (one topic HL only) 
2.3 Macroeconomic objectives (some topics 
HL extension, plus one topic HL only) 
2.4 Fiscal policy 
2.5 Monetary policy 
2.6 Supply-side policies 

Section 3: International economics 
3.1 International trade (one topic HL 
extension, plus one topic HL only) 
3.2 Exchange rates (some topics HL 
extension) 
3.3 The balance of payments (one topic HL 
extension, plus some topics HL only) 
3.4 Economic integration (one topic HL 
extension) 
3.5 Terms of trade (HL only) 
 
Section 4: Development economics 
4.1 Economic development 
4.2 Measuring development 
4.3 The role of domestic factors 
4.4 The role of international trade (one topic 
HL extension) 
4.5 The role of foreign direct investment 
(FDI) 
4.6 The roles of foreign aid and multilateral 
development assistance) 
4.7 The role of international debt 
4.8 The balance between markets and 
intervention 

 
Economics Portfolio: 
Both SL and HL Economics students produce a portfolio of three commentaries based on 
newspaper articles. Each commentary must not exceed 750 words. 
 
Content Presentation: 
The teacher generally introduces, presents, and explains the economic theory and then the 
students are involved in a variety of learning activities. The development of essay-writing, 
data-response, and commentary-writing skills is an integral part of the course. In addition, the 
development of thinking skills, communication skills, social skills, self-management skills, and 
research skills are also integrated into the course. Its Learning is used as a platform to 
provide students with course materials that they can access 24/7. 
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continually assessed in the forms of data-response, short-answer, and 
extended-response questions, presentations, debates, and bi-annual examinations. 
Assignments and examinations are assessed using established criteria. The final IB 
assessment consists of the portfolio plus three examinations for HL students or two 
examinations for SL students. These test students’ knowledge, understanding, analysis, data-
handling, and evaluative skills. 
 
Prerequisites: 
Economics HL students will use quantitative techniques to identify, explain, and analyse 
economic relationships. Details of the quantitative techniques to be used are given in the 
Economics Course Guide. There are no prerequisites for IB Economics. However, a minimum 
grade 5 for Mathematics in Pre-IB is desired but not essential for enrolling on the higher-level 
course.  
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iii)       Geography 
 
Geography SL 
 

Course Description 
At Standard Level this course consists of: 
 

• geographical skills 

• core theme  

• optional themes 

• fieldwork 
 

Geographical skills—integrated throughout the course  

 
Core theme: Geographic perspectives—global change 
The core theme provides an overview of the geographic foundation for the key global issues 
of our time. The purpose is to provide a broad factual and conceptual introduction to the 
geography of population dynamics, climate change and resource consumption issues. The 
content is underpinned by the four key concepts of the course: places, power, processes and 
possibilities. Each unit examines issues at different scales from local to global, as well as the 
interaction between different places. Attention should be given to the positive aspects of 
change (not only the negative ones), to the need to accept responsibility for seeking solutions 
to the demographic, economic and environmental issues—and, where appropriate, to the 
management strategies adopted to meet the challenges. 

• Population distribution—changing population 

• Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 

• Global resource consumption and security 

Optional themes 
There are seven optional themes. 
Two optional themes are required at SL. 

The following have been chosen: 

1. Leisure, tourism and sport 
2. Food and health 

Fieldwork  

Fieldwork, leading to one written report based on a fieldwork question, information collection 
and analysis with evaluation.  

 
Syllabus Outline: 
 
Core theme: Geographic perspectives-global change 
There are three compulsory topics in this core theme. 
1. Population distribution—changing population 
2. Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 
3. Global resource consumption and security 
 
Optional theme 1: Leisure, tourism and sport 
1. Changing leisure patterns 
2. Tourism and sport at the local and national scale 
3. Tourism and sport at the international scale 
4. Managing tourism and sport for the future 
Synthesis (Sy), Evaluation (Ev) and Skills (Sk) opportunities 
Optional theme 2: Food and health 
1. Measuring food and health 
2. Food systems and spread of diseases 
3. Stakeholders in food and health 
4. Future health and food security and sustainability 
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Synthesis (Sy), Evaluation (Ev) and Skills (Sk) opportunities 
 
 
Course Presentation 
During the study of each of the themes, a variety of teaching and learning methods are used. 
Generally the themes are explored with an emphasis on the analysis of case studies. 
Students are expected to learn and demonstrate not only knowledge, but also practical skills. 
 
Assessment 
Student learning is continually assessed in the form of essays, structured assignments and 
data on stimulus response questions. All of these assignments are marked using established 
IB criteria and reported to parents and students. 
 
The final assessment from IB consists of 2 examinations that test knowledge of the 3 themes 
in the forms of structured questions, essays and/or data-/stimulus-response questions. In 
addition all students complete an investigation related to one of the 2 optional themes. This 
must be in the form of a piece of fieldwork. 
 
Prerequisites 
While it is beneficial for the student to have studied geography at the Pre-IB level, it is not a 
requirement for the study of this course. 
 
 

Geography HL 
 

Course Description: 
At Higher Level this course consists of: 
 
 

• geographical skills 

• core theme  

• optional themes 

• HL extension: Geographic perspectives—global interactions 
 

Geographic skills—integrated throughout the course  
 

Core theme: Geographic perspectives—global change 
The core theme provides an overview of the geographic foundation for the key global issues 
of our time. The purpose is to provide a broad factual and conceptual introduction to the 
geography of population dynamics, climate change and resource consumption issues. The 
content is underpinned by the four key concepts of the course: places, power, processes and 
possibilities. Each unit examines issues at different scales from local to global, as well as the 
interaction between different places. Attention should be given to the positive aspects of 
change (not only the negative ones), to the need to accept responsibility for seeking solutions 
to the demographic, economic and environmental issues—and, where appropriate, to the 
management strategies adopted to meet the challenges. 

• Population distribution—changing population 

• Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 

• Global resource consumption and security 

Optional themes 
There are seven optional themes. 
Three optional themes are required at HL. 

The following have been chosen: 

     1. Geophysical hazards 

       2. Leisure, tourism and sport 
       3. Food and health 

 
Fieldwork  
Fieldwork, leading to one written report based on a fieldwork question, information collection 
and analysis with evaluation.  
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Syllabus Outline: 
Core theme: Geographic perspectives-global change 
There are three compulsory topics in this core theme. 
1. Population distribution—changing population 
2. Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 
3. Global resource consumption and security 
 
Optional theme 1: Geophysical hazards 
1. Geophysical systems 
2. Geophysical hazard risks 
3. Hazard risk and vulnerability 
4. Future resilience and adaptation 
Synthesis (Sy), Evaluation (Ev) and Skills (Sk) opportunities 
 
Optional theme 1: Leisure, tourism and sport 
1. Changing leisure patterns 
2. Tourism and sport at the local and national scale 
3. Tourism and sport at the international scale 
4. Managing tourism and sport for the future 
Synthesis (Sy), Evaluation (Ev) and Skills (Sk) opportunities 
 
Optional theme 2: Food and health 
1. Measuring food and health 
2. Food systems and spread of diseases 
3. Stakeholders in food and health 
4. Future health and food security and sustainability 
Synthesis (Sy), Evaluation (Ev) and Skills (Sk) opportunities 
 
HL extension: Geographic perspectives—global interactions 
1. Global interactions and global power 
2. Global networks and flows 
3. Human and physical influences on global interactions 
  
 
Course Presentation 
During the study of each of the themes, a variety of teaching and learning methods are used. 
Generally the themes are explored with an emphasis on the analysis of case studies. 
Students are expected to learn and demonstrate not only knowledge, but also practical skills. 
 
Assessment 
Student learning is continually assessed in the form of essays, structured assignments and 
data on stimulus response questions. All of these assignments are marked using established 
IB criteria and reported to parents and students. 
 
The final assessment from IB consists of 3 examinations that test knowledge of the 5 themes 
in the forms of structured questions, essays and/or data-/stimulus-response questions. In 
addition all students complete an investigation related to one of the 3 optional themes. This 
must be in the form of a piece of fieldwork. 
 
Prerequisites 
While it is beneficial for the student to have studied geography at the Pre-IB level, it is not a 
requirement for the study of this course. 
 

 

 



 24 

 

Group 4 – Sciences - General 
 
Aims: 
Through studying any of the group 4 subjects, students should become aware of how 
scientists work and communicate with each other. While the “scientific method” may take on a 
wide variety of forms, it will generally involve the formation, testing and modification of 
hypotheses through observation and measurement, under the controlled conditions of an 
experiment. It is this approach, along with the falsifiability of scientific hypotheses, that 
distinguishes the experimental sciences from other disciplines and characterises each of the 
subjects within group 4. 
 
It is in this context that all the Diploma Programme experimental science courses should aim 
to: 
 

1. provide opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context which 
will stimulate and challenge students 

 
2. provide a body of knowledge, methods and techniques which characterises science 

and technology 
 

3. enable students to apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques 
which characterise science and technology 

 
4. develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesise scientific information 

 
5. engender an awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and 

communication during scientific activities 
 

6. develop experimental and investigative scientific skills 
 

7. develop and apply the students’ information technology skills in the study of science 
 

8. raise awareness of the moral, ethical, social, economic and environmental 
implications of using science and technology 

 
9. develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations associated with science 

and scientists 
 

10. encourage an understanding of the relationship between scientific disciplines and the 
overarching nature of the scientific method. 
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i) Biology 
 
Course description 
Biology is an experimental science that combines academic study with the developments of 
practical and investigatory skills.  The syllabus is designed to develop a broad, general 
understanding of the principles of Biology and there are four basic concepts underlying the 
whole programme.  These are: Structure and Function; Universality versus Diversity: 
Equilibrium within Systems and Evolution.  The syllabus also stresses the need to consider 
the ethical aspects of many of the recent developments in Biology. 
 
A Core of material is studied by all students and this is supplemented by additional HL 
material (AHL). SL students study only Core topics, while HL students study Core and AHL 
topics simultaneously.  All students also study one Option. 
 
Practical/investigative work is a compulsory component of the course.  HL students are 
required to spend 60 hours and SL students 40 hours on laboratory-related activities.  As part 
of the practical programme, ~10 hours are spent on a joint biology-chemistry-physics project 
(the Group IV Project) and 10 hours are spent on their individual investigations. 
 
Syllabus Outline 
 
SL and HL topics (core)      SL and HL Option 

Cell Biology        

Molecular Biology      Human Physiology 

Genetics  

Ecology  

Evolution and Biodiversity  

Human physiology  

 

HL only topics        

Nucleic Acids     

Metabolism, Cell Respiration and Photosynthesis     

Plant Biology 

Genetics and Evolution 

Animal Physiology 

 
 
Assessment: 
Student progress is continuously assessed through regular assignments and bi-yearly 
examinations.  All these are marked according to IB criteria and reported to students and 
parents/guardians. 
The final assessment from IB consists of 3 examinations for each level – a Multiple Choice 
paper, a data-analysis/essay paper and an Option paper. This external assessment accounts 
for 80% of the final grade. The remaining 20% is provided by an internally assessed 
component based on the individual investigations. 
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ii) Chemistry 
 
Course Description 
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the developments 
of practical and investigatory skills. As chemical principles relate both to physics and biology it 
has therefore sometimes been called the central science.  Apart from being a subject for 
study in its own right, Chemistry is a requirement for many other courses in higher education, 
such as medicine, biological and environmental sciences and many branches of engineering. 
 
A Core of  material is studied by all students and this is supplemented by additional HL 
material (AHL).  SL students study only Core topics, while HL students study Core and AHL 
topics simultaneously.  All students also study two Options. 
 
Practical/investigative work is a compulsory component of the course.  HL students are 
required to spend 60 hours and SL students 40 hours on laboratory –related activities.  As 
part of the practical programme, 10-15 hours are spent on a joint biology-chemistry-physics 
project (the Group IV Project). 
 
Syllabus Outline 
 
Core:    Stoichiometric Relationships    
  Atomic Structure    
  Periodicity 
  Chemical Bonding and Structure 
  Energetics/thermochemistry 
  Chemical kinetics 
  Equilibrium 
  Acids and bases 
  Oxidation and reduction 
  Organic chemistry 

Measurement and data processing 
 
AHL: A deeper study of more aspects of the Core topics (except Stoichiometry, Measurement 

& Data Processing) plus Measuring and Analysis 
Options: 2 from Materials, Biochemistry, Energy and Medicinal Chemistry 
 
Assessment: 
Student progress is continuously assessed through regular assignments and bi-yearly 
examinations.  All these are marked according to IB criteria and reported to students and 
parents/guardians. 
The final assessment from IB consists of 3 examinations for each level-a multiple choice 
paper, a data-analysis / essay paper and an question paper on option material.  This external 
assessment accounts for 80% of the final grade.  The remaining 20% is provided  by an 
internally assessed component based on the practical programme. 
 
Prerequisites 
Chemistry is not suitable for students with no previous experience of chemistry at all.  
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iii) Physics 
 
Course Description 
Physics is an experimental science that combines academic study with the developments of 
practical and investigatory skills.  Perhaps of the three sciences it is the one that demands the 
most mathematics. 
 
Apart from being a subject for study in its own right, Physics is a requirement for many other 
courses in higher education, such as engineering and space science. 
 
A Core of material is studied by all students and this is supplemented by additional HL 
material (AHL). SL students study only Core topics, while HL students study Core and AHL 
topics simultaneously.  All students also study one Option. 
 
Practical/investigative work is a compulsory component of the course.  HL students are 
required to spend 40 hours and SL students 20 hours on practical activities, 10 hours on a 
joint biology-chemistry-physics project (the Group IV Project) and 10 hours on individual 
investigation (internal assessment – IA). 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
Core:  Measurements and uncertainties   

Mechanics   
Thermal Physics     
Waves 

  Electricity and magnetism 
  Circular motion and gravitation 
  Atomic, nuclear and particle physics 
  Energy production 
 
AHL:  Wave phenomena 

Fields 
Electromagnetic induction 
Quantum and nuclear physics 

 
Option:   Imaging 
  
    
Assessment: 
Student progress is continuously assessed through regular assignments and bi-yearly 
examinations.   All these are marked according to IB criteria and reported to students and 
parents/guardians. 
 
The final assessment from IB consists of 3 examinations for each level that account for 80% 
of the final grade.  The remaining 20% is provided by an internally assessed component 
based on the practical programme. 
 
Prerequisites: 
A good grasp of the principles of mathematics is necessary. A minimum grade 5 for both 
Mathematics and Physics in Pre-IB is an essential prerequisite for enrolling on the HL Physics 
course.  
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Group 5 – DP Mathematics IB - General 
 
Introduction 

The nature of mathematics can be summarised in a number of ways: for example, it 
can be seen as a well-defined body of knowledge, as an abstract system of ideas, or 
as a useful tool. For many people it is probably a combination of these, but there is 
no doubt that mathematical knowledge provides an important key to understanding 
the world in which we live. Mathematics can enter our lives in a number of ways: we 
buy produce in the market, consult a timetable, read a newspaper, time a process or 
estimate a length. Mathematics, for most of us, also extends into our chosen 
profession: artists need to learn about perspective; musicians need to appreciate the 
mathematical relationships within and between different rhythms; economists need to 
recognise trends in financial dealings; and engineers need to take account of stress 
patterns in physical materials. Scientists view mathematics as a language that is 
central to our understanding of events that occur in the natural world. Some people 
enjoy the challenges offered by the logical methods of mathematics and the 
adventure in reason that mathematical proof has to offer. Others appreciate 
mathematics as an aesthetic experience or even as a cornerstone of philosophy. The 
prevalence of mathematics in our lives provides a clear and sufficient rationale for 
making the study of this subject compulsory within the Diploma Programme. 
 

Summary of courses available 

Because individual students have different needs, interests and abilities, there are 
three different courses in mathematics. These courses are designed for different 
types of students: those who wish to study mathematics in depth, either as a subject 
in its own right or to pursue their interests in areas related to mathematics; those who 
wish to gain a degree of understanding and competence better to understand their 
approach to other subjects; and those who may not as yet be aware how 
mathematics may be relevant to their studies and in their daily lives. Each course is 
designed to meet the needs of a particular group of students. Therefore, great care 
should be taken to select the course that is most appropriate for an individual 
student. 
 

In making this selection, individual students should be advised to take account of the 
following types of factor: 
 

● Their own abilities in mathematics and the type of mathematics in which they 
can be successful. 

● Their own interest in mathematics and those particular areas of the subject 
that may hold the most interest for them. 

● Their other choices of subjects within the framework of the DP. 
● The academic plans, in particular the subjects they wish to study in the future. 
● Their choice of career. 

 

Teachers will assist with the selection process and to offer advice to students about 
how to choose the most appropriate course from the three mathematics courses 
available. 
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i)  Mathematics HL 

 
Course Description: 
This course caters for students with a good background in mathematics who are competent in 
a range of analytical and technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting to 
include mathematics as a major component of their university studies, either as a subject in 
its own right or within courses such as physics, engineering, economics and technology. 
Others may take this subject because they have a strong interest in mathematics and enjoy 
meeting its challenges and engaging with its problems. 
 
The IB Mathematics HL course consists of the study of six core topics and one optional topic. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
Topic 1 -  Algebra 
Topic 2 -  Functions and equations 
Topic 3 -  Circular functions and trigonometry 
Topic 4 -  Vectors 
Topic 5 -  Statistics and probability 
Topic 6 -  Calculus 
Option -  Further Calculus; Further Statistics; Discrete Mathematics; or Sets, Relations and 
Groups  
 
Exploration: 
In addition to the topics listed above, students do an individual exploration project. This is a 
piece of written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics of the students’ 
choice. It is marked using a rubric of five IB assessment criteria. 
 
Use of Calculators: 
Students are expected to have a Graphic Display Calculator (GDC) at all times during the 
course. This is a requirement of the IB programme.  A Texas Instruments model  TI84 / 
TI84Plus is required for this course. 
 
Content Presentation: 
During the study of each of the syllabus topics, a variety of teaching and learning methods are 
used, including the use of technology. The teacher generally introduces and presents the 
topics, applying those using examples. Investigations, modelling and statistical activities are 
introduced practically whilst students complete the projects independently. The use of GDCs 
is demonstrated by the teacher. A variety of multimedia resources may be used in the 
instruction.  
 
In addition to the scheduled lessons, extra help is available to assist individual students with 
areas requiring special attention. This is arranged between student and teacher on an 
individual basis. 
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continually assessed in the forms of topic tests, short-response and 
extended-response questions, mathematical investigations, mathematical modelling problems 
and bi-annual examinations. Tests and examinations are marked using marking schemes 
which take into account method, accuracy, answers and reasoning. Investigations and 
modelling assignments are marked using established criteria.  

 
The final assessment from IB consists of three examinations consisting of short-response 
questions and extended-response questions, with and without the use of a GDC. In addition 
to this, students complete an individual exploration in mathematics. 
  
Prerequisites: 

● A minimum of grade 6 from the Pre-IB Mathematics examination in June (although a 
grade of 7 is strongly recommended) 

● A recommendation from the Pre-IB mathematics teacher. 
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ii) Mathematics SL 

 
Course Description: 
This course caters for students who already possess knowledge of basic 
mathematical concepts, and who are equipped with the skills needed to apply simple 
mathematical techniques correctly. The majority of these students will expect to need 
a sound mathematical background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such 
as engineering, chemistry, economics, psychology and business administration.  
 
The IB Mathematics Standard Level course consists of the study of six topics. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
Topic 1  - Algebra 
Topic 2  - Functions and equations 
Topic 3  - Circular functions and trigonometry 
Topic 4  - Vectors 
Topic 5  - Statistics and probability 
Topic 6  - Calculus 
 
Exploration: 
In addition to the topics listed above, students do an individual exploration project. 
This is a piece of written work that involves investigating an area of mathematics of 
the students’ choice. It is marked using a rubric of five IB assessment criteria. 
 
Use of Calculators: 
Students are expected to have a Graphic Display Calculator (GDC) at all times 
during the course. This is a requirement of the IB programme.  A Texas Instruments 
model TI84 / TI84Plus is required for this course. 
 
Content Presentation: 
During the study of each of the syllabus topics, a variety of teaching and learning 
methods are used, including the use of IT and GDCs. The teacher generally 
introduces and presents the topics, applying those using examples. Investigations, 
modelling and statistical activities are introduced practically whilst students complete 
the projects independently. The use of GDCs is demonstrated by the teacher. A 
variety of multimedia resources may be used in the instruction.  
 
In addition to the scheduled lessons, extra help is available to assist individual 
students with areas requiring special attention. This is arranged between student and 
teacher on an individual basis. 
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continually assessed in the forms of topic tests, short-response 
and extended-response questions, mathematical investigations, mathematical 
modelling problems and bi-annual examinations. Tests and examinations are marked 
using marking schemes which take into account method, accuracy, answers and 
reasoning. Investigations and modelling assignments are marked using established 
criteria.  
 
The final assessment from IB consists of two examinations consisting of short-
response questions and extended-response questions, with and without the use of a 
GDC. In addition to this, students complete an individual exploration in mathematics. 
 
Prerequisites: 

● A minimum of grade 5 from the Pre-IB Mathematics examination in June 
● A recommendation from the Pre-IB Mathematics teacher 
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iii) Mathematical Studies SL 

 
Course Description: 
This course is equivalent in status to mathematics SL, but addresses different needs 
and interests. It has an emphasis on applications of mathematics, and the largest 
section is on statistical techniques. It is designed for students with varied 
mathematical backgrounds and abilities. It offers students opportunities to learn 
important concepts and techniques and to gain an understanding of a wide variety of 
mathematical topics.  Students taking this course are well prepared for a career in 
social sciences, humanities, languages or arts.  
 
Mathematical Studies SL consists of the study of seven core topics. 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
Topic 1 - Number and algebra 
Topic 2 - Descriptive statistics 
Topic 3 - Logic, sets and probability 
Topic 4 - Statistical applications 
Topic 5 - Geometry and trigonometry 
Topic 6 - Mathematical models 
Topic 7 - Introduction to differential calculus 
 
Project: 
In addition to the topics listed above, students are required to complete a project – a 
piece of written work, based on personal research, guided and supervised by the 
teacher. This involves the collection of information or the generation of 
measurements, and the analysis and evaluation of the information or measurements. 
 
Use of Calculators 
Students are expected to have access to a Graphic Display Calculator (GDC) at all 
times during the course. This is a requirement of the IB programme. 
A  Texas Instruments model  TI83Plus / TI84 / TI84Plus is required for this course at 
OIS. 
 
Content Presentation: 
During the study of each of the syllabus topics, a combination of traditional methods 
of teaching and less formal shared learning techniques are used. The teacher 
generally introduces and presents topics, applying those using examples. Lessons 
that use an enquiry approach may start with a practical investigation, followed by an 
analysis of results leading to an understanding of a mathematical principle and its 
formulation into mathematical language. The use of graphic display calculators is 
demonstrated by the teacher. A variety of multimedia resources may be used in the 
instruction.  
 
In addition to the scheduled lessons, extra help is available to assist individual 
students with areas requiring special attention. This is arranged between student and 
teacher on an individual basis. 
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continually assessed in the forms of topic tests, short-response 
and extended-response questions, projects and bi-annual examinations. Tests and 
examinations are marked using marking schemes which take into account method, 
accuracy, answers and reasoning. Projects are marked using established criteria.  
The final assessment from IB consists of two examinations consisting of short-
response questions and extended-response questions.  
 
Prerequisites: 
This course caters for students with knowledge of basic mathematical concepts and 
who have the skills to apply simple mathematical techniques correctly. 
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Group 6 – The Arts  
 
i) Visual Arts 
 
Course Description 
The International Baccalaureate Organisation Visual Arts syllabus does not have units or 
modules from which the teacher constructs a course of study, but instead it provides a 
framework which allows teachers to choose content and activities appropriate to their own 
and their students’ interests and experience. 
 
The course of study is designed according to 3 main factors, keeping in mind the Visual Arts 
Criteria, distinctive multicultural perspectives and flexibility. 

• The cultural background and personal needs of the student 

• The situation of the school and the influences of local culture 

• The teacher’s own training and special skills 
 
Syllabus Outline: 
Studio Work in both levels includes opportunities for the structured learning of 

• The aesthetic qualities of visual arts 

• The relationships between form and meaning in visual arts 

• The social and cultural and contextual functions of visual arts 

• Curatorial and theoretical practice 
 
Process Portfolio: in both levels the purpose of the Process portfolios is to encourage 
personal research and discovery which function interactively with work in the studio, 
incorporating 

• Analytical research 

• Discovery 

• Interpretation 

• Manipulation of media 
This is achieved by the introduction individually or in a group to: 

• Media and materials studies in eg pencil, charcoal, pastel, aquarelle, gouache, and 
acrylic paints, airbrush, printmaking using a press, digital camera and Photoshop or 
other computer software, 3-D work using found objects, card, wood, chicken wire, 
plaster of Paris, textiles including dyeing, and mixed media using some of the above. 

 
Comparative Study : both levels will produce a Comparative study of other artist’s work. The 
study  examines images and objects from a range of cultural contexts, analysing and 
comparing them. . HL students produce a further document linking their own work to the 
works in the Comparative study.  
 
 
Exhibition and Curatorial Rationale : both levels produce a curatorial rationale of 700 words 
to accompany their final exhibition.  
 
Content Presentation: 
Through formal lectures and individual talks and discussions, online sources, exhibitions 
(students’ work and gallery/museum), articles and essays on art which we study and discuss 
individually or collaboratively. Particular attention is paid to learning to network studies and 
making comparisons within their own work, the work of other artists and between the two.  
The relationship between Studio work and process is essential to the successful completion 
of the course and a central part of teacher/student dialogue. 
 
Assessment: 
Student learning is continuously assessed through dialogue between student and teacher, 
often in the tutorial time allotted. Students’ process portfolios provide written and visual 
evidence of their progress and this is assessed externally by the IBO according to criteria.  
The same applies to the Comparative study and rationale. The exhibition work is assessed by 
the teacher according to published criteria. 
 
Prerequisites: Previous studies help, e.g., Y10 art and Pre-IB art at OIS, but dedication, 
interest, hard work and adhering to the aims of the programme will give results. 
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3. Choosing Subjects 
Courses at the higher level and standard level 
Diploma Programme students are required to select one subject from each of the six subject 
groups which correspond to the principal domains of knowledge,  At least three and not more 
than four are taken at higher level (HL), the other at standard level (SL).  HL courses 
represent a recommended 240 teaching hours.  SL courses 150 hours.  By arranging work in 
this fashion, students are able to achieve depth of study in the context of a broad and 
coherent curriculum over the two-year period. 
 
Breadth and specialisation 
The IB pattern is a deliberate compromise between the early specialisation preferred in some 
national systems and the greater breadth found in others. Active citizenship and global 
perspectives are encouraged in each area of the curriculum. 
 
Distribution requirements ensure that the science-oriented student is challenged to learn a 
second modern language and that the natural linguist becomes familiar with science 
laboratory procedures.  Flexibility in choosing higher-level concentrations allows the student 
to pursue areas of personal interest and to meet special requirements for university entrance 
within a balanced overall programme. 
 
Students have several language options: all must take a first language course (group 1) as 
well as a second language (group 1 or 2).  There are two levels for the second languages: 
foreign language and no experience with the language. (See instructions : Choosing 
languages) 

SUBJECT CHOICES 
(dependent on reasonable demand) 

HIGHER 
LEVEL 

STANDARD 
LEVEL 

GROUP 1 : Studies in Language and Literature 

Language A English (Literature)   

 English (Language and Literature)   

 Norwegian (Literature)   

 Language A1 Self Taught   

GROUP 2 : Language Acquisition 

Language B English   

 French   

 Norwegian   

 Spanish   

  Ab Initio Spanish    

GROUP 3 : Individuals and Societies 

 History   

 Economics   

 Geography   

GROUP 4 : Sciences 

Experimental Sciences Chemistry   

 Biology   

 Physics   

GROUP 5 : Mathematics 

 Mathematics HL   

 Mathematics SL   

 Mathematical Studies   

GROUP 6 : The Arts 

 Visual Arts   

Other Options Elective from 1-4   

 
When choosing subjects at OIS, you must also avoid choosing subjects that because of 
timetable restrictions will be taught simultaneously.   
 

Below is shown schematically which subjects will be taught simultaneously. You may NOT 
choose subjects where there is a collision.  A collision occurs when two subjects are in the 
same column. 
 

IB subjects taught simultaneously: 
Eng. A Norw. A Maths HL Spa. B Physics History  Economics  Visual Arts 

Eng. B Norw. B Maths SL Fren. B Biology Geography  Chemistry 

  Math 
Studies 

Language 
abinitio 
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Choosing languages 
 
Please note that English B and Norwegian B can only be chosen by students who do not 
have the language level required to access the respective English A or Norwegian A 
curriculum. (access level to be determined by a combination of the students' performance in 
Pre-IB and the teachers' recommendations at the time of the IB admissions application 
review, or for new students the performance on the admissions exam) 
Students who can access both the Norwegian and English A courses will be required to either 
select these two A courses or select one of them and another language B (Spanish or 
French). 
Students who select their mother tongue as their Language A self-taught course will also be 
required to select either English A or Norwegian A if they are able to access either of those 
courses. If not, then they must select Spanish abinitio. 
 
 
* Please note that any Norwegian or EEA citizens who intend to apply to “Lånekassen” for 
university student loans need to also meet a Norwegian requirement to be eligible. This can 
be met through the study of either Norwegian A or B in the Diploma Programme or by passing 
the Norwegian test (previously called the Bergen’s Test). This test is administered and graded 
externally.  

 
 
 

 
 



 36 

4. Diploma Programme  Core: TOK, CAS, Extended Essay 
 
The diploma programme has the strengths of a traditional liberal arts curriculum, but with 
three important additional features, shown around the centre of the curriculum model below. 
 

 
 

 

 
Theory of Knowledge 

 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK), an interdisciplinary requirement intended to stimulate critical 
reflection on knowledge and experience gained inside and outside the classroom, is a course 
of study unique to the International Baccalaureate Organization and mandatory for every 
Diploma Programme student; it adds coherence to the programme.  TOK should involve at 
least 100 hours of teaching time spanning the programme’s two years. 
 
The origins of TOK lie in a fusion of two divergent educational traditions, one pragmatic and 
the other placing prime importance on the teaching of philosophy.  In TOK, students are 
encouraged to reflect on all aspects of their Diploma Programme work.  It is possible to have 
informed discussions about the nature and purposes, strengths and limitations of particular 
knowledge systems, since distribution requirements ensure that course selections include 
each of the principal domains of knowledge. 
 
For example, students are encouraged to reflect on the nature of poetic truth in literature and 
to contrast such truth with that obtained in other systems of knowledge – the historical fact, 
the scientific fact, a mathematical proof, and so on.  They also examine the grounds for the 
moral, political and aesthetic judgments that individuals must make in their daily lives.  
Emphasis is placed on the role of language and thought and on the development of the 
student’s critical thinking skills.  
 
Students are helped to consider how they know what they know (different ways of “knowing”) 
and to develop habits of reflection which they bring to each subject, resulting in a deeper 
intellectual experience.  As befits an international programme, the TOK course explores 
various cultural traditions and encourages students to think about the strengths and 
limitations of different ways of knowing.   
 
TOK is not another name for philosophy, yet in a broad sense the aim of TOK is to encourage 
a philosophical cast of mind and to promote clarity of thought and good judgment. 
 
Assessment of performance in TOK 
Each student is required to submit one essay between 1200 and 1600 words, from a list of 6 
titles prescribed by the IBO for each examination session.  In addition, the student makes a 
10-minute presentation to the class and writes a self-evaluation report that includes a concise 
description of the presentation and answers to questions provided by the IBO. 
 

 
 
 
 



 37 

 
 

The Extended Essay 
 

IB Diploma Programme students are required to undertake original research and write an 
extended essay of 4,000 words (maximum). This essay offers the student the opportunity to 
investigate a topic of special interest and to become acquainted with the kind of independent 
research and writing skills expected at the university level.  The IBO recommends that a 
student devote a total of about 40 hours of private study and writing time to the essay. 
 
A student may choose to write on a topic in any one of the IBDP courses offered at OIS. The 
extended essay can serve to deepen a student’s programme of study, for example when the 
student chooses to focus the essay on a topic included in a higher-level course.  Students 
may also elect to add to the breadth of their academic experience by writing on a subject not 
included in their diploma choices.  
 
Subject matter of the extended essay 
An extended essay in a subject from groups 1 or 2 may focus on language or literature. A 
focus on language enables the student to develop knowledge of the structure and form of the 
language studied in order to better understand the culture in which it is spoken.  The essay 
might explore an issue related to a particular society, using examination of the language to 
show how users of this language think and behave.  A focus on literature allows candidates to 
develop personal criticism of a literary text or to study a literary topic in depth.  Some students 
elect to do comparative studies of works written in their native language and in another 
language. 
 
Other requirements and restrictions 
Native and non-native speakers alike are entitled to submit extended essays in language or 
literature, but they must write the essays in the language for which they are registered.  For 
example, a native English speaker registering an extended essay in Spanish language and 
culture must write the paper in Spanish.  When a school registers candidates for an 
examination session it must indicate, for each student, which of the three IBO examination 
languages will  be used. 
 
Supervision 
Schools must appropriately supervise IB diploma candidates as they write their extended 
essays.  The supervisor is usually a faculty member able to provide academic guidance 
concerning the subject in which the extended essay is registered.  In addition, the supervisor 
provides general guidance on time management and the overall structure and presentation of 
the paper, and ensures that the essay is the candidate’s own work. 
 
Assessment 
Extended essays are assessed according to both general and subject-specific criteria.  The 
general criteria relate to the appropriateness of the research question, the way in which the 
material is handled, the level of analysis and the quality of the argument.  Subject-specific 
assessment criteria relate to how candidates manage their chosen topic within the context of 
the subject in which the essay is registered.    
 

Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 
 

CAS is a fundamental part of the Diploma Programme experience.  The CAS requirement 
takes seriously the importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing a refreshing 
counterbalance to the academic self-absorption some may feel within a demanding school 
environment.  The IB goal of educating the whole person and fostering a more compassionate 
and active citizenry comes alive in an immediate way when students reach beyond 
themselves and their books.  The CAS requirement encourages students to share their 
energy and special talents with others; students may, for example, participate in theatre or 
musical productions, and sports and community service activities.  Students should, through 
these activities, develop greater awareness of themselves and concern for others, as well as 
the ability to work cooperatively with other people. 
 
Creativity is interpreted broadly to include a wide range of arts activities as well as the 
creativity students demonstrate in designing and implementing service projects. 
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Activity can include not only participation in individual and team sports but also taking part in 
expeditions and in local or international projects. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Service encompasses a host of community and social service activities.  Some examples 
include helping children with special needs, visiting hospitals and working with refugees or 
homeless people.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
Each school appoints a CAS supervisor who is responsible for providing a varied choice of 
activities for all Diploma Programme students. Programmes are monitored by IBO regional 
offices. Students are expected to be involved in CAS activities for the equivalent of at least 
three to four hours each week during the two years of the programme. 
 
A system of self-evaluation encourages students to reflect on the benefits of CAS 
participation to themselves and to others, and to evaluate the understanding and insights 
acquired.  
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5. PROCEDURES FOR ADMISSION TO THE IB   

DIPLOMA PROGRAMME AT OIS 

 

1. When making choices for Pre-IB, students and their parents/guardians are 
advised about subject choices which can affect subject choices for the 
Diploma Programme. 

 
2. At the parent information meeting early in the academic year 

parents/guardians of Pre-IB students are given basic information about the 
Diploma Programme, the nature and demands of the programme.  

 
3. In the second school term of Pre-IB, the Secondary Principal and/or IB 

Coordinator provides Pre-IB students and their parents/parents with 
information about IB subjects, IB policies, the admission requirements, and 
The Schools Regulations for IB Students. 

 
4. An information meeting is held for students and parents/guardians. In-depth 

information about the IB diploma programme is given by the Secondary 
Principal and the IB Coordinator and subject teachers are available to give 
individual advice and counselling. 

 
5. All interested internal applicants fill in the Diploma Programme Course 

Selection and Declaration of Compliance with Regulations Forms and return 
them to the school on or before the admissions deadline. 
 

6. All external applicants must follow the normal application procedures of OIS, 
as well as follow the procedures outlined in Point 5. Applications from external 
candidates can be considered even if circumstances prohibit the meeting of 
the admissions deadline. 

 
7. All internal applications are considered during admissions meetings by IB 

and Pre-IB staff with regard to the student’s general suitability to the IB 
diploma programme –performance in the previous grade, general attitude to 
work and school, conduct, work habits, aptitude and ability to comply with the 
conditions of  The School's Regulations for IB Students 

 
8. All external applications are considered on the basis of the student’s previous 

academic records, letters of recommendation, their motivational statement and 
the interview with the Secondary Principal and/or IB Coordinator. 

 

9. A conditional offer of a place is sent to successful applicants as soon as the 
application has been processed. (Deadlines for processing are March 20th for 
internal applicants and June 1 for external applicants) 

 
10. Final offers of place for internal applicants are sent out with the June Progress 

Reports if all the admission requirements have been met. 
 

11. If  admission is dependent on certain conditions (for example a different set of 
subject choices) then the students and their parents/guardians will be informed 
of these conditions and be asked to comply with the recommendations before 
a final offer of a place is made. 

 
12. If a place is to be refused to internal applicants, then parents/guardians will 

normally be contacted before an official letter is sent. 

 
 
** For specific admissions requirements see the document  "Upper Secondary 
Admissions Requirements and Procedures" 
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6.   Assessment Principles 
 

The formal assessment system adopted in the IB programme at OIS is in line with that of the 
IBO Diploma Programme and its stated aims of : 

• Encouraging good classroom practice and appropriate student learning 

• Arriving at results (i.e. subject grades) that have a high level of reliability, appropriate 
to a high-stakes university entrance qualification 

• Reflecting the international-mindedness of the programme 

• Balancing attention on the higher-order cognitive skills (synthesis, reflection, 
evaluation, critical thinking) and the more fundamental cognitive skills (knowledge, 
understanding and application) 

• Ensuring that for each subject a suitable range of tasks and instruments are used to 
assess all the objectives 

• Basing decisions in marking and grading on the judgement of student performance 
against expected standards (criteria/mark bands, mark schemes) 

 
In each subject, teachers use a variety of assessment techniques to evaluate the 
performance of individual students in relation to established knowledge and skills objectives.  
These objectives and their related marking criteria and/or mark schemes and grade 
descriptors are for the most part determined by the IBO and are applicable to the entire IB 
programme (all subjects and years). Hence, student performance is at all times evaluated 
against expected standards. 
 
This evaluation, be it in the form of homework assignments, tests, oral presentations, or 
exams, etc., is then converted into a grade from 1-7 using either the % conversion tables if 
mark schemes are used or grade descriptors/mark bands if criterion-referencing are used. 
The grade descriptors for each subject group are used to summarise performance over the 
term (term grade) and the % conversion tables to report on exam performance (exam grade). 
 
The reported grades in IB1 should not be seen as a measurement of student learning, but 
rather a measurement of progress in relation to end-related standards. These standards are 
provided to students at the beginning of their studies in the IB programme and are the 
standards on which their final performance in both internally and externally assessed 
components in the IB Diploma Programme is judged. 
 
All assessment, apart from the formal components of the IB Diploma Programme, is 
therefore formative rather than summative. Its purpose is to identify the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that students should develop, rather than to accurately measure the level of 
each student’s achievement. Assessment tasks and the reported grades/comments are 
meant to help students and teachers identify weaknesses/strengths and to improve learning 
and performance for a successful completion of the IB Diploma Programme. 
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7.   Global Reference Scale for Language Levels 
 
Global Scale 
 
 

 
 
Proficient 

C2 Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise 
information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments 
and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontaneously, 
very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in more 
complex situations. 

User C1 Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit 
meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much 
obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for 
social, academic and professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, 
detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational 
patterns, connectors and cohesive devices. 

 
 
Independent 

B2 Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract 
topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. Can interact 
with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native 
speakers quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed 
text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving 
the advantages and disadvantages of various options. 

User B1 Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly 
encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can deal with most situations likely to 
arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken.  Can produce 
simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal interest. Can 
describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes & ambitions and briefly give 
reasons and explanations for opinions and plans. 

 
 
 
Basic 

A2 Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of 
most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, 
shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine 
tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine 
matters.  Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, immediate 
environment and matters in areas of immediate need. 

User A1 Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases 
aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce him/herself and 
others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where 
he/she lives, people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple 
way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


